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Building for the 
future 
The ACT Government is investing to grow services and infrastructure now, so 
we can meet our community’s needs in the years ahead. Our aim is to keep 
Canberra liveable and protect our city’s character as we grow. 

The federal Coalition Government has 
not invested in Canberra over the past 
six years. The ACT has received just 
0.8 per cent of national infrastructure 
funding during the Coalition’s last 
two terms, despite ours being one of 
the fastest-growing communities in 
Australia. Public service staffing cuts and 
the damaging decentralisation agenda 
have undermined one of our largest 
employment bases, while the Coalition 
Government has refused to contribute a 
fair share to funding essential services like 
our hospitals and schools. 

With the Coalition having just been 
returned for a further term in government, 
there is little prospect of this situation 
changing in the next three years. But with 
Canberra growing by around 8,000 people 
a year, we cannot allow local services 
and infrastructure to fall behind as our 
community continues to grow. 

So through the 2019-20 Budget, the ACT 
Government is stepping up to invest in 
Canberra. Just as we did five years ago 
when we used the Territory’s balance sheet 
to respond to the Mr Fluffy crisis and Tony 
Abbott’s cuts, we will now use the ACT 
Budget to keep building for Canberra’s 
future. 

The investments we are making today in 
infrastructure, services and better social 
outcomes will benefit Canberrans  for 
decades to come. So we are not asking 
the community to pay for these upfront 
through higher taxes or more fees and 
charges.

We will instead use the ACT Budget to get 
on with this important work because it 
needs to happen now. If we fall behind with 
building our schools, hospitals and social 
infrastructure, Canberrans will pay the 
price as our city continues to grow.  

We are building for the future because we 
know a strong community and a liveable 
city are what matter most to Canberrans.  

Andrew Barr 
ACT Chief Minister
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ACT economy 
on track 
Consolidating steady and 
sustainable growth 

The ACT’s economy is strong, growing and increasingly diverse. 
 
Our economic growth has been among the fastest in Australia for the past 
four years, which has supported the creation of over 3,200 new businesses 
and more than 16,000 jobs.

Image: Canberra Innovation Network
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Our unemployment rate is consistently one 
of the lowest in the country, even as our 
community has been growing by around 
8,000 people a year. 

The ACT’s $40 billion economy is 
significantly larger than that of Tasmania 
or the Northern Territory. We have become 
Australia’s per capita leader on services 
exports thanks to the strength of our 
higher education, tourism and professional 
services sectors.    

The Australian Public Service is an 
important part of the ACT’s economic 
base, but it is only one part.

Public 
sector

workers

Private 
sector
workers

62.5%

37.5%
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MAJOR EMPLOYING 
INDUSTRIES

Number 
of 

workers

1 Public administration and safety 64,600

2 Professional, scientific and 
technical services

28,600

3 Health care and social assistance 22,400

4 Education and training 21,800

5 Retail trade 18,100

6 Construction 17,500

7 Accommodation and food services 14,200

ABS Cat. No. 6291.0.55.003, February 2019 
– The highest number of employment



Our economy has become more diverse 
over time through the growth of private 
sector businesses in knowledge industries 
like research and innovation, defence, 
space and cyber, healthcare, IT and 
professional services. Today, 62 per cent of 
Canberrans now work outside the public 
sector.

In becoming more diverse, our economy 
has also become more resilient. This means 
we are well-placed to respond to the 
challenges that lie ahead, like the Coalition 
Government’s further $1.5 billion worth of 
public service cuts and their plans to move 
even more public servants out of Canberra. 

Our economy has kept growing and 
creating more good jobs through the last 
six years of Coalition Government because 
we have been building on Canberra’s 
strengths as an educated, innovative and 
entrepreneurial community. We have 
also been rolling out the largest public 
infrastructure investment program since 
self-government, growing more good jobs 
for working people.  

The ACT Government will continue working 
to strengthen and diversify our local 
economy in the years to come. The 
2019-20 ACT Budget forecasts continued 
steady growth, consolidating the rapid 
economic expansion of the past few years 
in a sustainable way. 

Ongoing population growth, a strong 
pipeline of private and public sector 
investment and continuing demand for 
the ACT’s education and tourism exports 
are all expected to keep making a positive 
contribution to our economy. Canberrans 
will see the benefits in ongoing strong 
employment and more new opportunities 
for local businesses.

8 ACT Budget 2019-20



9Building for the future 

TABLE 1: 
2019-20 ACT BUDGET ECONOMIC FORECASTS

Actual Estimate Forecasts Projections

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23

ACT

Gross State Product1 4.0 4¼ 3 3¼ 3½ 3½

State Final Demand1,2 3.6 4¼ 3 3¼ 3½ 3½

Employment3 2.2 1 1½ 1¾ 1¾ 1¾

Wage Price Index3,4 1.8 2¼ 2½ 2¾ 3¼ 3¼

Consumer Price Index3 2.8 2 2¼ 2½ 2½ 2½

Population3 2.2 2 1¾ 1¾ 1¾ 1¾

Australia

Gross Domestic 

Product1,2,5
2.8 2¼ 2¾ 2¾ 3 3

Sources: ABS Cat. No. 5220.0, 5206.0, 6202.0, 6345.0, 6401.0 and 3101.0; Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate; 
2019-20 Pre-election Economic and Fiscal Outlook.
Notes: Forecasts and projections are rounded to a ¼ of a percentage point, reflecting an appropriate level of accuracy in forecasting economic 
parameters.  Projections are based on long-run trend assumptions.  Numbers in brackets for ACT parameters represent the change from the 
2018-19 Budget Review.
1.       Real values.
2.       Year average basis.
3.       Through the year basis.
4.       Total hourly rates of pay excluding bonuses.
5.       These are the 2019-20 Pre-election Economic and Fiscal Outlook forecasts, which are identical to the 2019-20 Commonwealth Budget  
           forecasts.  Comparisons are to the Commonwealth’s 2018-19 Mid-Year Economic and Fiscal Outlook.



Future-proofing our 
health system
Through the 2019 Budget we are making the significant investments needed 
to future-proof our health system, responding to our growing community’s 
need for free, high quality public healthcare. 

We will deliver the new SPIRE Centre to 
meet our region’s healthcare needs into 
the coming decade, continue expanding 
our network of Walk-in Centres to deliver 
faster healthcare close to home for more 
Canberrans, and significantly boost 
specialist healthcare to respond to the 
changing needs of our community.

Over the next ive years we will invest 
almost $1 billion in new and improved 
healthcare infrastructure across 
Canberra. This will ensure our hospitals 
and community health centres can keep 
providing quality care that’s accessible 
when it’s needed – wherever you live 
across this city.
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SPIRE
We are delivering a major upgrade and expansion of The Canberra 
Hospital with the Surgical Procedures, Interventional Radiology and 
Emergency (SPIRE) Centre. 

SPIRE will be a state-of-the-
art critical care and surgical 
facility able to meet acute 
healthcare demand into the 
future by providing: 

 ›more inpatient beds and operating 
theatres

 › a new and expanded intensive care unit 
including paediatric intensive care, a 
rehabilitation gym and a family zone to 
support family-centred care

 › an expanded coronary care unit including 
interventional radiology

 › a new and expanded emergency 
department

 › interventional radiology suites as well 
as integrated radiology and medical 
imaging facilities

 › a mental health short stay unit.

Preparatory site works for SPIRE will get 
underway with decanting and site works 
commencing this year, with construction 
set for completion in 2023-24.
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Centenary Hospital for 
Women and Children 

At the same time as we are delivering 
SPIRE to grow capacity for critical 
care, we are also expanding the 
Centenary Hospital for Women and 
Children to deliver more specialist 
facilities for young people, new 
mothers and their babies. 

The expansion will deliver more 
neonatology services including more 
special care beds and increased support 
for families, more post-natal beds and 
an expanded Maternity Assessment Unit, 
and facilities for more family support and 
education services. It will also feature a 
refurbishment of the Paediatric High Care 
Unit, a new adolescent mental health 
inpatient unit supported by day services, 
and an adolescent gynaecology service.      

Inner North Walk-in Centre

We will establish a new Walk-in Centre 
at Dickson, providing faster access to 
care for minor injury and illnesses for 
people across the Inner North. 

This new facility will bring Canberra’s 
network of Walk-in Centres to five, 
following the delivery of the new centre 
in Gungahlin and soon to open centre in 
Weston Creek. 

Canberra’s Walk-in Centres have proven 
to be a popular choice for Canberrans 
seeking fast access to health advice and 
care, with the established Tuggeranong 
and Belconnen centres recording 
approximately 44,000 visits in the past 
12 months alone. 
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More specialist care 

We are investing in the specialist 
services that provide care for 
Canberrans through boosting the 
capacity of Calvary Public Hospital 
theatres and investing in public 
outpatient clinics, to help cut waiting 
times and wait lists, and reduce out of 
pocket costs for people with chronic 
conditions. 

This will include expanding rheumatology, 
urology, dermatology and childhood and 
gestational diabetes services, as well as 
boosting resources for the Fracture Clinic at 
The Canberra Hospital.

Growing mental health care

Investing in mental health services 
has been a high priority in recent 
ACT Budgets, in recognition of the 
growing need for inpatient, residential 
and community-based care.

Through the 2019-20 Budget we will 
continue to grow services by expanding the 
Mental Health Consultation Liaison service 
to operate seven days a week; establishing 
an Eating Disorders Specialist Clinical 
Hub and a community based intervention 
support service; and delivering more staff 
resources for the Adult Mental Health Unit 
at The Canberra Hospital.
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 New and 
expanded schools 
Delivering for our growing 
communities

The 2019 Budget maps out the next major phase of investment in local 
schools for Canberra’s growth areas. We are delivering new and expanded 
school facilities for every age group, from primary school through to college. 

     We deliver great local public schools 
for 49,152 students and also provide 
funding for 29,479 students in non-
government schools. The ACT Government 
is determined to ensure each of these 
young Canberrans, their families and 
school communities get a fair deal as we 
transition to full implementation of the 
Commonwealth’s new schools funding 

model. We will continue to advocate 
on behalf of ACT students with the 
Commonwealth Government to ensure 
our local schools are properly funded and 
every student gets the support they need 
to achieve their potential.      
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TWO NEW SCHOOLS 
FOR GUNGAHLIN
We will build a new pre-school to 
Year 6 school at Throsby and prepare 
for a new high school in Kenny to 
deliver more local public education 
options in one of Canberra’s fastest-
growing areas.

These two new schools will ensure more 
Gungahlin students can continue to find 
a place at a great public school close to 
home, while providing important local 
facilities like ovals that can be used by 
the wider community. The new Throsby 
primary school will be ready to take 
students at the start of the 2022 school 
year, while the new high school is planned 
to open in 2023. 

This investment builds on the delivery of 
the new Margaret Hendry Primary School 
at Taylor which opened this year, and the 
new Molonglo Primary School which is 
currently under construction for delivery in 
2021.      
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More places for students at 
our local public schools

We are growing places for students at 
local schools across the city, through a 
combination of permanent expansions 
and flexible transportable buildings.

This will include expanding the Franklin 
Early Childhood School from a P-2 facility 
to a full P-6 school; expanding Gold Creek 
School’s senior campus and adding new 
teaching and learning spaces at Gungahlin 
College; and adding flexible classrooms to 
Hawker Primary School and Lyneham High 
School.     

Through this year’s Budget we are also 
investing in detailed planning for future 
school needs in the city and gateway 
region – and other urban renewal sites – so 
we can keep making the right investments 
to deliver local school capacity where it’s 
needed.

16 ACT Budget 2019-20



This will also see a boost to the supports 
available for students with diverse needs, 
including those with a disability. This 
investment will continue our drive to make 
education more inclusive, and ensure that 
young people from diverse backgrounds or 
who have special needs can thrive at their 
local school.  

More support to meet 
individual student needs

To ensure that all Canberra school 
students are well supported by active 
and engaged teachers, we will hire 
the equivalent of 92 teachers and 
learning support assistants to respond 
to growth in student numbers for 
2019-20 and beyond. 
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Building better 
transport 
Keeping Canberra liveable

Investing in better transport is vital to protect Canberra’s liveability as we 
grow. Our public transport, active travel and road networks all play a part 
in moving Canberrans around quickly, safely and with the lowest possible 
impact on our environment. 

We understand that the speed and ease 
of commuting makes a real difference for 
people’s quality of life. That’s why we are 
investing now to get the right infrastructure 
in place where growth is happening – 
preventing congestion before it builds up.      
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About 270,000 people will live, work or 
study within 800 metres of the City to 
Woden corridor by 2036. So this is an 
important investment we need to get on 
with now to deliver faster and better public 
transport for the 2020s and beyond.      

Through this year’s Budget we will progress 
detailed design, planning and enabling 
works for Stage 2 of light rail from the City 
to Woden. This will include starting work on 
a new Woden Bus Interchange to integrate 
with light rail, to ensure the project keeps 
moving ahead while we continue to engage 
with the Commonwealth Government and 
the Australian Parliament on the detailed 
route and approvals.

With Stage 1 of light rail to Gungahlin 
successfully up and running, we are 
turning our focus to delivering 
Stage 2 to Woden. Canberra needs 
a clean, fast and accessible public 
transport network to help keep our 
city moving as we grow, and Stage 2 
will provide the southern spine for our 
integrated network.

GETTING ON WITH 
STAGE 2 OF LIGHT 
RAIL TO WODEN
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Better buses to support 
the new bus network

Through the Budget we are 
continuing to invest in Canberra’s new 
bus network by delivering 84 modern 
and fuel-efficient buses to improve 
accessibility and passenger comfort 
and increase reliability. The new buses 
will be added to the fleet on a rolling 
basis so that we have the option to 
transition to emerging types of 
low-emissions vehicles as the 
technology changes and improves.

Canberra’s new integrated public transport 
network commenced in April 2019, 
delivering 10 new Rapid routes connecting 
our town centres, seamless ticketing 
between bus and light rail, and upgraded 
interchanges. 

Safer suburban roads 
and intersections  

We are making it easier and safer 
to move around in the suburbs by 
upgrading key intersections across 
Canberra. 

This includes the intersections at Southern 
Cross Drive and Starke Street in Holt; 
Belconnen Way and Springvale Drive in 
Hawker; Kent Street and Novar Street in 
Yarralumla; and Launceston Street and 
Irving Street in Phillip. 

At the same time, we will duplicate the 
major arterial road between Belconnen and 
Gungahlin, upgrade the Monaro Highway 
in partnership with the Commonwealth 
Government, and continue planning to 
complete the duplication of Athllon Drive 
– all the way from Hindmarsh to Drakeford 
Drive.   
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Investing in our 
suburbs  
Protecting what makes 
Canberra unique

We know the special character of each of Canberra’s regions and suburbs is 
a big part of what makes this such a great place to live. It’s the local facilities 
close to home that Canberrans value most. 

Our parks, playgrounds and local 
community centres are hubs for 
Canberrans to come together, spend time 
with family and friends, or just enjoy being 
outdoors with their pets. As our city grows, 
we want to make sure that people in new 
suburbs and urban renewal areas have 
access to this kind of great community 
infrastructure, while also ensuring the 
facilities in more established suburbs are 
maintained to a high standard.    
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We are getting work underway to 
plant over 17,000 more trees over the 
next four years, renewing Canberra’s 
urban forest and boosting our green 
canopy.

This is part of our plans to protect and 
preserve Canberra’s natural environment 
into the future by developing a Living 
Infrastructure Plan and an Urban Forest 
Strategy that will include canopy targets 
and an investment plan to ensure we 
keep growing the number of trees across 
Canberra.  

PLANTING MORE 
TREES
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More local ovals and 
sports facilities

We will deliver a dedicated Home of 
Football at Throsby which will include 
football pitches, an indoor futsal 
facility, office space and associated 
amenities.

The ovals will also be available for 
informal community use. The project will 
be delivered in partnership with Capital 
Football, which will also make a financial 
contribution to the facility. 

We are also undertaking early design 
and planning for the Stromlo Forest 
Park District Playing Fields, as part of 
our efforts to ensure local infrastructure 
grows alongside new communities in the 
Molonglo valley.
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Better local community 
centres

We will start work on delivering a 
new community centre in the Woden 
Town Centre, by undertaking detailed 
design. The centre will provide a new 
home for Woden Community Service 
to deliver a range of integrated 
services, as well as space for 
community use. 

The design and service offerings at the 
new centre will be informed by ongoing 
engagement with the Woden community.

We will also upgrade community facilities 
across the ACT, including community 
centres at Belconnen and Tuggeranong. 
These upgrades will ensure our community 
centres continue to be accessible and 
comfortable for the community groups that 
use them.
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Leading the 
transition to a zero 
emissions future
The ACT is Australia’s leader on tackling climate change and transitioning to a 
zero emissions future. We are on track to be powered by 100 per cent renewable 
electricity within the next 12 months and we have set the ambitious target of 
achieving zero net emissions by 2045. 

While the federal Coalition Government has 
spent six years studiously avoiding action 
on climate change, we’ve spent that time 
getting on with the job of transitioning 
Canberra to a cleaner future.

Canberrans are looking for leadership 
when it comes to mitigating the impacts 
of climate change, adapting our economy 
and ensuring workers and households 
aren’t left behind in this transition. The 
ACT Government will keep delivering this 
leadership – locally and in the national 
policy debate.      
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SETTING AMBITIOUS 
EMISSIONS 
REDUCTION 
TARGETS 
To help drive progress towards our 
target of zero net emissions by 2045, 
we have mapped out interim targets 
in five-year increments.

In 2020 we are on track to achieve a 
40 per cent reduction in emissions below 
1990 levels – a great first step. But we 
will keep pushing ahead from there by 
pursuing a new target to cut emissions by 
50 to 60 per cent by 2025. Our targets are 
ambitious, and we know they will require 
a lot of effort by government, business 
and the community alike to achieve. But 
just as we’ve seen with our 100 per cent 
renewable electricity target, ambitious 
environmental goals drive change by 
pushing us all to find new solutions.

27Building for the future 



28 ACT Budget 2019-20



Leading the next phase 
of action – ACT Climate 
Change Strategy  
2019-2025 and the 
Living Infrastructure Plan

Through investments in the 2019 
Budget we will continue to develop 
policies and programs that support 
the achievement of our renewable 
electricity and emissions reductions 
targets, and increase Canberra’s 
resilience to the impacts of climate 
change.

In the coming months we will release new 
Climate Change and Living Infrastructure 
plans, mapping out the next phase of 
action to 2025. 

Our first tranche of investment through 
these plans particularly focuses on 
transport, reducing natural gas use, 
and mitigating the heat island effect by 
increasing tree canopy and other living 
infrastructure. 

The decisions we make now about 
Canberra’s development, energy supply 
and how people move around the city will 
make a big difference to our sustainability 
in the decades to come. So we understand 
the need to start working with the 
community today to drive change.   
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Delivering more 
affordable, liveable 
homes 
Having a secure, suitable and affordable place to call home is one of the 
essentials for a good life. That’s why we are working to improve access 
to housing at every stage: by supporting vulnerable Canberrans who are 
experiencing or at risk of homelessness, expanding community and public 
housing, protecting renters, helping first home buyers, and ensuring older 
Canberrans are supported to find housing that best suits their needs – 
whether that means ageing in place or downsizing.  

The ACT is investing more per person in 
public housing than any other state and 
our strategy is working: homelessness has 
fallen in Canberra since 2011 even as our 
community has grown significantly. The 
2019 Budget continues this investment to 
support more Canberrans into the right 
home.  

At the same time, we are delivering more 
affordable homes through the annual land 
release program and working to improve 
building quality across Canberra so that 
homes built today last well into the future.
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The Common Ground model provides 
intensive support to people who are 
experiencing, or at risk of, homelessness, 
as well as providing affordable rental 
housing for Canberrans on low incomes. 
In addition to providing secure and 
suitable accommodation, the Common 
Ground model delivers onsite support for 
tenants with individual case management, 
employment, training and social inclusion 
opportunities.

This year’s Budget delivers on our 
promised investment in a second 
Common Ground community housing 
complex in Dickson, building on the 
success of Canberra’s first Common 
Ground in Gungahlin. The Dickson 
project will provide 40 housing units 
as well as communal facilities and 
space for social enterprises. 

REDUCING 
HOMELESSNESS 
BY DELIVERING 
ANOTHER COMMON 
GROUND
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Releasing more 
affordable land

The 2019-20 Indicative Land Release 
Program will see another 15,600 sites 
for homes released to the market 
over the next four years.

The land release program includes 488 
affordable housing blocks, 140 sites 
for social and community housing, 
and 294,085 square metres of land 
for community uses. With Canberra’s 
population growing every year, adding 
more new supply in a mix of urban 
renewal areas and new suburban estates is 
important to help keep housing affordable.    

Growing and renewing 
more public housing

We are commencing the next stage 
of investment in public housing by 
investing $100 million over five years 
to deliver at least 200 more homes 
and renew another 1,000 properties.

This investment will commence following 
completion of the Government’s major 
public housing renewal program in mid-
2019, which is seeing 1,288 ageing public 
housing properties replaced with modern 
and energy-efficient homes that better 
meet the diverse needs of our tenants.  
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We will hire 16 more staff for Access 
Canberra to undertake more monitoring 
and compliance activity, as well as 
provide more information to industry 
and homebuyers about their rights and 
obligations when carrying out building 
work.

These staff will also deliver more 
examinations for builders’ licences, 
ensuring local builders have the right 
knowledge and skills to do quality work.   

Stronger compliance for 
better building quality

Buying a house or apartment is 
a big commitment, and Canberrans 
want to know their new home is 
properly built.

Good quality building is important to 
ensure new homes are liveable, safe and 
don’t end up with expensive defects. 

In response to feedback from the 
community, we will continue working 
to improve building quality in the ACT 
by boosting resources for the Territory’s 
building regulator.
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Continuing to make 
Canberra even more 
inclusive
Investing in our people is just as important as investing in Canberra’s 
infrastructure and services. That’s why the 2019-20 ACT Budget makes a 
strong investment in early intervention to improve social connectedness, 
strengthen families and help end the stubborn disadvantage that persists 
through generations. 

Strengthening support for people with 
disability, reducing family violence and 
cutting the number of people coming into 
contact with our justice system will help 
build a brighter future for all Canberrans 
and see our community continue becoming 
more inclusive in the years ahead. 
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BOOSTING SUPPORT 
FOR DISABILITY 
SERVICES
We will continue to grow our 
investment in support for Canberrans 
with disability with the full scheme 
arrangements for the National 
Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 
in place from 1 July 2019. More than 
6,800 Canberrans with disability 
are now accessing tailored support 
through their NDIS individual 
funding plan. 

Our shared investment with the 
Commonwealth Government is projected 
to see about 500 additional participants 
join the scheme over the next four years. 

 

At the same time as we are growing our 
contribution to the NDIS, we will maintain 
existing disability services that are not 
eligible to be considered as in-kind 
contributions to the scheme from 2019. 

This will ensure these services remain 
free and accessible for Canberrans with 
disability who are not currently receiving 
an individual support package through 
the NDIS. These services include the 
Children and Young People’s Equipment 
Loan Scheme, the Child Development 
Service, the ACT Taxi Subsidy Scheme, the 
Integrated Service Response Program and 
Rehabilitation, Aged and Community Care 
supports.
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Improving frontline 
services through the 
Safer Families Levy

The Safer Families Levy was 
introduced in 2016 as part of our 
community-wide effort to tackle 
family and domestic violence.

As the initial four-year initiatives reach 
completion we are updating our approach 
to continue the focus on frontline services 
while providing start-up funding for 
directorates and agencies to test and 
demonstrate the practical potential of 
innovative new service concepts.

New initiatives to be funded under this 
pilot approach in 2019 will focus on 
delivering family-centred responses for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
families impacted by family violence; 
reducing the risk of deaths from family 
violence; supporting pregnant women 
at risk of domestic and family violence; 
extending the Room4Change program to 
help prevent family violence; and training 
ACT Government frontline workers to 
respond to family violence.

Building communities 
not prisons

We are working to reduce recidivism 
by providing better alternatives to jail 
and helping more detainees onto new 
pathways after leaving a custodial 
sentence.

This year’s Budget invests in a Justice 
Housing Service that will provide 
accommodation for women and Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Canberrans to 
support better life outcomes.

We will also establish a Reintegration 
Centre at the Alexander Maconochie Centre 
with accommodation for up to 80 low risk 
detainees. Detainees staying at the centre 
will be supported to improve their living 
skills, re-establish connections with family 
and friends and pursue employment, 
rehabilitation and education opportunities.
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Protecting our 
most vulnerable

The ACT Government has responded 
strongly to the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sex 
Abuse by creating laws that make it 
the responsibility of every adult to 
make a report to authorities if they 
believe a child is being subject to 
abuse.

We are also introducing an intermediary 
scheme which will help vulnerable 
witnesses including children and 
people with a disability to overcome the 
challenges they face being heard by the 
criminal justice system.
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Strengthening 
police and 
emergency services
Canberra is a safe and friendly city and our police and emergency services 
play an important role in making sure it stays that way. As Canberra grows, 
we are investing in more first responders and better equipment to help 
them do their jobs safely. We are also delivering new models of policing and 
emergency response that can help these frontline officers become more 
proactive in identifying and dealing with threats – making our community 
safer by doing things smarter.        
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The Government will begin 
transitioning towards a new Police 
Services Model for the ACT community 
with the progressive recruitment of 
over 60 new ACT Policing personnel.

The new model will see ACT Policing deliver 
a more visible, connected and efficient 
police service. This new investment will 
support ACT Policing to deliver a system-
wide approach to crime prevention, 
disruption and response activities, 
supporting our efforts to reduce recidivism 
by 25 per cent by 2025. 

BOOSTING POLICE 
AND DELIVERING 
A NEW APPROACH 
TO COMMUNITY 
POLICING 
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Recruiting more 
firefighters for ACT 
Fire & Rescue

The 2019 Budget will deliver the 
investment ACT Fire & Rescue needs 
to undertake two recruit colleges 
hiring 36 more firefighters.

This recruitment will help keep emergency 
response times on target as Canberra 
grows, and continue building workforce 
diversity in line with the Women in 
Emergency Services strategy.

Planning new stations  
for ACT Ambulance Service 
and ACT Fire & Rescue

We will start planning for new Fire 
and Ambulance stations in the City 
and the Molonglo Valley.

Establishing these new stations in growing 
population areas will help maintain and 
improve emergency response times across 
the Territory.  

Delivering better 
firefighting equipment

We will deliver a new aerial 
fire-fighting appliance to replace 
the existing vehicle well ahead of its 
scheduled retirement. 

The new appliance will be on the road 
more reliably, be able to navigate urban 
areas more effectively, and provide a better 
response at multi-storey building fires. We 
will also deliver an additional pumper for 
responding to other fires and emergencies, 
boosting ACT Fire and Rescue’s existing 
fleet. 
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WHERE OUR MONEY COMES FROM

General duties

$298 million
Payroll tax

$583 million
Land tax, vehicle  
registration & other

$571 million
General rates

$599 million

15%

28%

28%

29%

Breakdown of 
taxation revenue

Other revenue  
(e.g. rents & fees)

$846 million

GST revenue

$1.4 billion

Other Commonwealth grants

$995 million

Sales of goods and services

$568 million

35%

24%

10%

14%

17%

Where our  
money  
comes 
from

Taxation revenue

$2.1 billion
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Access Canberra and 
government services

$297 million

Awaiting aproval 

WHERE OUR MONEY GOES

31%

24%

7%

8%

6%
5%5%

4% 3%2%
5%

Where our  
money  

goes

Environment, sustainable 
development and climate change

$173 million

Community services

$415 million

Health

$1.8 billion

City services

$448 million

Justice

$262 million

Tourism, sport, 
events and the arts

$133 million

Emergency services 
and policing

$363 million

Transport

$271 million

Housing

$209 million

Education

$1.4 billion
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