
8.1 A SUSTAINABLE TERRITORY 

The ACT’s Sustainability Framework 

People, Place, Prosperity is the ACT Government’s sustainability policy.  In 2009, the 
Government refreshed this policy by aligning it closely with the Canberra Plan and refining 
its guiding sustainability principles, which built on this strong foundation and set out an 
ambitious work program across all three triple bottom line areas.  This included embedding 
community inclusion, poverty impact analysis and engaging the community in major 
Government decision making.  It outlined work to develop a clean economy and also set out a 
broad environmental agenda, including action on climate change, minimising the ACT’s 
waste and reviewing the Nature Conservation Act 1980. 

The ACT Government uses a triple bottom line approach to sustainability, recognising the 
interdependence of social, economic and environmental well-being, and acknowledging that 
decision-making will often involve different emphases amongst the three. 

The ACT Government continues to work on improving its overarching sustainability 
framework.  In 2010-11, the Government will finalise development of a new triple bottom 
line assessment tool, and implement its use across Government.  The Government will also 
establish a new approach to reporting against key sustainability indicators, by establishing a 
live website providing up-to-date data against a set of high-level performance indicators. 

Government Leading by Example 

The 2010-11 Budget supports the Government’s commitment to achieving an 
environmentally sustainable future for the ACT.  The initiatives and actions build on earlier 
work across Government to protect our natural and built environments, conserve our natural 
resources, adapt and respond to the challenges of climate change and promote the 
development and uptake of renewable energy. 

The initiatives and actions also reflect the Government’s determination to provide leadership 
in sustainable practices, by reducing its carbon footprint, promoting sustainable urban 
development and land management, and ensuring that its accommodation and facilities are 
energy and water efficient. 

In 2009-10 the ACT Government committed to a goal of zero net greenhouse gas emissions 
(GHG) for the ACT by the year 2060, and tasked the Department of the Environment, 
Climate Change, Energy and Water (DECCEW) with developing the roadmap to that goal 
and lead its implementation. 

The ACT Government’s commitment to sustainable energy is demonstrated by the work 
currently being undertaken to facilitate the establishment of a solar power facility in the ACT, 
the introduction of the country’s most generous Feed-in-Tariff scheme and the many 
programs established to assist residents and businesses to reduce their emissions.   

In 2010-11, the Government will continue to support the use of renewable energy, by 
increasing its own use of renewable energy to 32.5 per cent as well as promoting the use of 
renewable energy in the community.  A key initiative will be building on the successful 
introduction of the Feed-in-Tariff.   
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The Government will also continue to facilitate the establishment of a large scale solar power 
facility for the ACT.  In 2009-10, the Government coordinated a process seeking expressions 
of interest for this plan.  Twenty three proposals were received from 18 consortia, from both 
within Australia and internationally.  That process has placed the ACT in a strong position to 
have a large scale solar generation plant built in the ACT. 

The Commonwealth’s Solar Flagships Program has also attracted a number of applicants who 
have an ACT solar power generation facility in their proposals.  The Flagships program is 
complementary to the ACT objectives, and is designed to meet broader national aims. 

The Government occupies almost 90,000m2 of owned and leased office space and is 
implementing programs to reduce its carbon footprint, whilst showing leadership and 
direction in the ACT property sector.  The Government Property Group, which consists of 
representatives from all government jurisdictions including the ACT, is developing a 
National Framework for Sustainable Government Office Buildings.  This framework will 
establish performance benchmarks for environmentally sustainable development in all new 
buildings and large fit-outs. 

The Government will progress the proposal to co-locate departments and agencies into a new 
purpose built government office building in the city, by undertaking a market sounding 
exercise to explore opportunities to enter into partnerships with the private sector to finance 
and deliver the project.  The project will provide an opportunity to significantly reduce the 
carbon footprint associated with Government office accommodation, as a new purpose built 
building would have a significantly enhanced environmental rating than older offices. 

In 2009-10, the Government commenced the implementation of ‘smart’ meters in 
Government owned offices, to measure and store data on how Government offices use 
electricity, by capturing energy consumption in real time and at specific intervals. 

The Government is also actively involved in developing green lease schedules as part of an 
ongoing cooperative process between the Commonwealth, State and Territory Governments, 
facilitating the implementation of environmentally sustainable leases for all businesses. 

The ACT Planning and Land Authority (ACTPLA), in consultation with key stakeholders, 
has developed a two-stage ($2 million) program to encourage owners of commercial 
buildings to ‘tune-up’ the energy and water use of their buildings.  The first stage includes 
funding for a ‘tune-up’ report, identifying how the performance of the building can be 
improved, what it will cost and how the improved performance can be measured.  The second 
stage contributes towards capital improvements. 

Sustainability in Public Housing 

Commencing in 2007-08, the Government committed $20 million over 10 years to improve 
the water and energy efficiency of public housing properties.  This aims to reduce energy 
consumption and GHG emissions in the ACT, while benefitting Housing ACT tenants 
through reduced energy bills and improved thermal comfort in their homes.  Planned upgrade 
work for selected properties includes retrofitting of water systems and fittings. 
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Housing ACT will continue to participate in the Water and Energy Savings in the Territory 
(WEST) Program to assist tenants to reduce energy costs through a combination of 
retrofitting properties and educating tenants to change behaviour and reduce energy 
consumption.  Housing ACT will also work with ACTEW to assist tenants manage water use 
more effectively through such activities as participating in the water tune-up programs. 

As part of the stock revitalisation strategy, Housing ACT will dispose of low energy rated 
properties and only acquire properties on the open market with an energy rating of at least 
three stars or higher.  All newly constructed dwellings will either meet or exceed the required 
energy rating level.  Many new properties under construction, including those in stage two of 
the Commonwealth Nation Building and Jobs Plan, will have an energy rating of 6 stars or 
more.   

Planning for a Sustainable Future 

The Government also recognises the role of urban planning in ensuring a sustainable future. 

The Canberra Spatial Plan and the Sustainable Transport Plan make up the ACT Planning 
Strategy.  Since the establishment of the ACT Planning Strategy, the ACT Government has 
committed to a carbon neutral Canberra by 2060.  Given this target and the Commonwealth's 
emphasis on more sustainable urban planning, it is appropriate to review the Spatial Plan in 
regard to how it places the ACT in achieving these objectives.  The evaluation is being 
informed by several key pieces of work including: 

 a series of workshops to gauge stakeholder values;  

 a ‘risk assessment’ attempting to qualify and quantify what are the inherent strengths and 
weaknesses in Canberra's urban form with regard to the predicted impacts of climate 
change; and 

 using scenarios to test what capability there is for greater adaptation to climate change. 

The Government will also commit to sustainability objectives by ensuring that sustainability 
and innovation issues are incorporated in planning and design of developments delivered 
through the Land Development Agency (LDA).  A framework is being developed that 
addresses a range of elements, including: energy and water; sustainable resource use and 
waste management; biodiversity and landscape protection; transport; social and cultural 
aspects of communities; and economic viability. 

Within these developments, key Government initiatives include: 

 minimising the environmental impacts of works during the construction phase in the 
control of dust, noise and sediment and building waste, by: 

– enforcing compliance with waste management, littering and other requirements on 
new developments; and 

– maximising the amount of construction waste processing and reuse on site and 
minimising the amount of waste going to landfill. 

 developing water sensitive urban design to retain more water on site for watering trees 
and to improve the quality of water that leaves the estates, by: 
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– using non-potable water (from the various stormwater retention ponds) to irrigate 
public open space areas in Franklin, Harrison, Forde and Bonner; 

– building a water quality control pond in North Weston to protect the Molonglo River 
from stormwater flows from current and future development in the area; and 

– installing subsurface irrigation systems in key areas to minimise evaporation. 

 planting new trees in LDA estates, which include water basins treated with soil 
conditioning and wetting agents to aid plant establishment; 

 taking the lead in coordinating with the Commonwealth Government Department of the 
Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts (DEWHA) in addressing requirements under 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 19991 (EPBC Act) referral 
issues on proposed residential, commercial and industrial land releases across the 
Territory; 

 developing data systems for ecological and planning purposes; 

 ensuring that new developments allow for passive solar design by optimising block 
orientation within topographical constraints; 

 encouraging renewable energy use by offering eligible purchasers of land in Bonner a 
rebate for solar or heat pump hot water systems; 

 supporting transport orientated developments with high density development close to 
major transport nodes and along major transport routes;  

 developing a riparian (river corridor) strategy, with collaborating agencies including the 
LDA, ACTPLA and the Department of Territory and Municipal Services (TAMS); 

 developing pedestrian friendly designs with plantings for shady verges and open space 
links throughout the suburbs; 

 assessing the potential for establishing community gardens in new estates;  

 implementing cat containment policies in Bonner and Forde to help protect local wildlife; 
and 

 progressing a strategic assessment of land to be released for development in the Molonglo 
Valley, under the Commonwealth EPBC Act. 

All of this work is being considered against the backdrop of the Council of Australian 
Government’s (COAG) work on urban planning and infrastructure and the adopted national 
principles.  

The Spatial Plan has a clear goal of creating a more compact city form with development 
being more intensive within 7.5 km of Civic.  

In line with this goal and the evaluation of the Spatial Plan, the ACT Government is 
investigating the suitability of sites for new urban development within the current urban 
boundaries but which might be outside 7.5 kilometres of Civic, particularly along transport 
corridors or adjacent to other town centres. 
 

1. The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (the EPBC Act) is the Commonwealth’s central piece of 
environmental legislation.  It provides a legal framework, among other things, to protect and manage nationally and internationally 
important flora, fauna, ecological communities and heritage places — defined in the Act as matters of national environmental 
significance 
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Bringing forward investigations on these sites provides the opportunity to explore what 
implications and benefits there are for improving sustainable transport and building options 
as well as considering how these might contribute to social equity, more affordable housing, 
and improved services for individuals and the community. 

Transit-oriented development and walkable neighbourhoods are key planning principles 
being applied at Molonglo, assisting in the reduction of car dependence and GHG, and 
supporting a greater shift to public transport, cycling and walking.  Molonglo is projected to 
have a population of in excess of 55,000 people in an urban growth containment line within 
15 kilometres of Canberra’s city centre. 

The first suburbs, Coombs and Wright, will have an extensive network of pedestrian and 
cycle paths that link community facilities such as shops, schools and parks with surrounding 
residential and recreation areas.  The path networks generally follow natural drainage paths 
and bush corridors. 

Alternative water supplies will be used to irrigate Molonglo’s open spaces and playing fields, 
to reduce potable water use.  In the future this might include treated effluent from the 
ACTEW Lower Molonglo Water Quality Control Centre.  Protection of water quality within 
the Molonglo River adjacent is a high priority and is being achieved in Coombs and Wright 
through the use of wetland ponds on tributary streams. 

A central transport corridor will accommodate an inter-town public transport route with rapid 
express routes to connect to the City, Belconnen, Weston and Woden.  The corridor will be 
lined with higher density development.  More than 50 per cent of residents will live within a 
5 minute walk of centres and bus stops, and 90 per cent within a 10 minute walk. 

The Government is also leading the East Lake sustainable urban renewal project, which will 
be continued through Phases 2 and 3 of the Environmental Site Assessment work.  The 
culmination of this work will see East Lake established as a showcase of innovative urban 
sustainability. 

An East Lake Planning and Design Framework is being prepared.  The aim is to provide an 
outstanding development that can significantly reduce GHG, through the greater use of 
cycling, walking and public transport, and a reduction in water consumption through the use 
of Water Sensitive Urban Design and integrated water and waste systems.  Clear performance 
targets will ensure that these sustainability objectives are achieved. 

Sustainability Across the Education sector 

With regards to sustainability in education based programs, the Government will build on the 
continued success of the Australian Sustainable Schools Initiative, in 2010-11.  This will: 

 support the existing 105 schools in the program, whilst engaging more schools; 

 develop curriculum support material for teachers; 

 provide professional development for teachers in components of sustainability through 
Professional Learning Opportunities;  

 identify an environmentally sustainable design (ESD) champion at each public school to 
facilitate the introduction and ongoing management of ESD activities; and 
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 promote the recently developed best-practice guide on the program. 

The roll-out and installation of solar power generation systems at all public schools will 
continue in 2010-11.  Installation will include a ‘smart’ electrical meter and educational 
interface software, assisting in the reduction of electrical power, increase student awareness 
of solar power generation and support curriculum activities relating to sustainable practices. 

The installation of rain water tanks at public schools will continue in 2010-11.  The tanks will 
supply water to toilet cisterns and class project areas such as feature garden beds, courtyards 
and agricultural plots.  In addition to raising student awareness of water conservation issues, 
this initiative will significantly contribute to the reduction of potable water consumption.  

The new Gungahlin College, Kambah P-10 School, Harrison Secondary School, new 
Franklin Early Childhood School and the new Bonner and Molonglo Primary Schools include 
ESD initiatives to achieve a high green star rating, such as water sensitive urban design 
principles, building orientation and solar passive design, clerestory windows, solar hot water 
system and underground rainwater storage tanks. 

School projects being delivered under the Commonwealths Building the Education 
Revolution initiative in 2009-10 and 2010-11 have also incorporated ESD principles. 

The construction of the new Sustainable Skills Training Hub at the Canberra Institute of 
Technology’s (CIT) Bruce Campus will meet all current government requirements for 
sustainable commercial development, conserving energy and water.  A significant aim of this 
project will be to achieve 100 per cent green power generation within the new facility.  The 
facility will incorporate the latest sustainable technologies. 

The new electrotechnology building, situated at the Fyshwick Trade Skills Centre, will 
incorporate environmentally responsible materials and services, including the building fabric, 
insulation, shade, heating and cooling systems, ventilation, lighting and water consumption. 

In 2010, the new purpose built horticulture facilities at CIT’s Bruce Campus will provide for 
the latest in water efficient plantings, and efficient water management and recycling 
processes. 

Sustainability in ICT 

Sustainability principles are also incorporated in the Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) programs.  InTACT has undertaken a number of initiatives during 2009-10 
to improve efficiency and reduce the environmental impact of the ACT’s ICT infrastructure, 
including: 

 introducing new ‘Coolthread’ based technology that delivers sound performance, 
maximises energy and space efficiency, and has a high level of performance per watt; 

 introducing a new ‘virtual’ server model dramatically reducing the number of power 
consuming and heat generating physical servers; 

 migrating government applications onto virtual servers in preference to physical based 
systems reducing the power and cooling requirements for systems; 

 scoping and planning the consolidation of numerous small air conditioning units into 
fewer, more efficient large cooling units at the Macarthur House data centre; 
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 introducing aggressive power management systems on desktop computers; and 

 implementing an ICT asset disposal process which meets Australian Standard 
ISO 14000/1. 

A number of initiatives have also been identified for 2010-11 including: 

 continuation of investigation of free air cooling for data centres that filter outside air to 
cool data centres during winter rather than powering air conditioning units; 

 implementation of ‘hot aisle/cold aisle’ principles in data centres to drive maximum 
energy efficiencies; and 

 development of a comprehensive green ICT strategy. 

Sustainability Across the Health Sector 

Sustainability in the ACT health sector is also a priority for the Government.  ACT Health is 
undertaking a feasibility study on sustainability design features in 2009-10 as part of the 
Capital Asset Development Plan.  The feasibility study will provide an overarching strategy 
to enable ACT Health to progress environmentally sustainable design principles and build on 
the energy and water efficiencies already achieved and, where possible, factor these into the 
redevelopment process. 

ACT Health’s capital upgrade program is geared towards implementing new environmentally 
efficient initiative and upgrading fittings and fixtures including: 

 use of night cooling; 

 installation of energy efficient lighting; 

 installation of occupancy-sensors or timer-controls for lighting and air conditioning in 
non-critical buildings; 

 installation of flow restrictors or water-efficient plumbing fixtures; and 

 connection of plant and building spaces to building management systems to allow 
automated and/or remote monitoring. 

Sustainability Programs 

Climate Change 

In May 2009 the Government adopted a goal of zero net GHG emissions for the ACT by 
2060; to legislate GHG emissions targets; and to bring forward the development of Action 
Plan 2 under the ACT Climate Change Strategy Weathering the Change. 

In 2009-10 the Government tabled its response to the interim report of the Legislative 
Assembly Inquiry into GHG targets.  In consultation with government agencies and the 
community the Government will develop an Action Plan 2. 

Action Plan 2 will address mitigation and adaptation strategies, take into account latest 
scientific research and national and international developments, and complement other 
government policies about sustainable energy, transport and waste.  GHG legislation will be 
progressed for introduction into the Legislative Assembly in 2010. 
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In 2009-10, the Government implemented the ‘ACTSmart’ program, which provides a virtual 
one-stop shop for commercial bodies, non-government organisations, and residential sectors 
for the coordination of audits, rebates and advice on water, energy and waste reduction.  The 
program includes:  

 a single point of information on reducing energy and water consumption and waste 
production; 

 sector-focussed audit programs for commercial, non-government organisations, and 
residential homes and gardens; 

 rebates and incentives that support water, energy and waste audit findings and 
recommendations for eligible households; and 

 evaluation, monitoring and reporting requirements that enables the continual evaluation 
of the overall effectiveness of the initiative and its individual components. 

The Government will introduce new regulations to commence the phase out of greenhouse 
intensive water heaters in the replacement water heater market for houses and townhouses.  
These standards will complement requirements for water heaters in new homes and 
eventually be extended to all residences, including apartments, by 2012. 

The ACT will be one of the first jurisdictions to introduce the more stringent energy 
efficiency standards for all classes of buildings set out in the 2010 Building Code of Australia 
(BCA), with full transition to the new requirements by May 2011. The new standards 
represent a potential reduction in energy use of between 12 per cent and 26 per cent per m2 in 
non-residential buildings and 25 per cent per square metre for housing.  The 2010 standards 
also include, for the first time, performance requirements for residential lighting and other 
energy using services such as swimming pool pumps. 

Waste 

In 2009-10, the Government undertook a review of new and alternative waste technologies, 
to inform a future waste strategy.  A draft waste strategy will be released in 2010, building on 
the significant increase achieved in resource recovery, from the 42 per cent (184,000 tonnes 
recovered from 437,000 tonnes) in 1995-96 to 75 per cent in 2008-09 (641,000 recovered 
from 855,000 tonnes).  

The Government will develop new strategies to better manage complex waste issues such as 
commercial, electronic and organic waste.  The future waste strategy will identify options 
that reduce GHG from waste, create renewable energy and sequester carbon as a way of 
contributing to the goal of zero net emissions for the ACT.  A feasibility study will also be 
undertaken to evaluate long-term solutions to the Territory’s landfill needs, including 
consideration of the technical, environmental, and planning requirements under the EPBC 
and the ACT’s Environment Protection Act 1997. 
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While the Government continues to maximise resource recovery and minimise waste to 
landfill, there will always be a requirement for some landfill space for residual waste.  In 
2009-10, the Government developed options to ensure the ACT’s future landfill needs will be 
met.  The life of the current landfill will be extended to 2017 through construction of a new 
landfill cell within the current Mugga Lane Resource Management Centre and by the use of a 
heavier compactor machine to increase the volume of waste accommodated per unit of 
landfill space.   

In 2009-10, the Government took steps towards improving resource recovery rates ahead of 
the future waste strategy.  The ACT is the first jurisdiction to ban all computers and 
televisions units from landfill by introducing mandatory recycling rules.  

In January 2010, a contract was awarded to establish a new reusables facility operator at the 
Mugga Lane Resource Management Centre which is operating well and is expected to deliver 
improved resource recovery results. 

Over the next two years, the Government will work with industry to identify ways 
overcoming barriers to effective resource recovery in the private sector.  This will include 
analysing data on resource recovery and investigating potential new markets for the use of 
recycled materials. 

Views on reducing plastic bag usage were sought in 2009-10, to inform government 
consideration of a range of policy options through community consultation.  An initiative to 
reduce use of plastic bags in the ACT will be implemented in 2010-11. 

Water 

Since the commencement of the drought in 2002, the Government has responded prudently 
and effectively through a range of measures, including developing a water resource 
management strategy with detailed demand management targets and measures, introducing 
permanent water conservation measures, and investing in major infrastructure to improve and 
expand our water treatment and storage capacity. 

In 2010-11, the Government will continue to develop and implement policies and programs 
to reduce demand for water and increase the use of non-potable water.  This includes 
modifying selected stormwater systems to resemble natural ponds and wetlands in both form 
and function.  These programs will also investigate options to harvest non-potable water from 
Canberra’s existing lakes, ponds and other non-potable water sources.   

In 2010-11, a water demand management program for local sportsgrounds will commence 
with the replacement or renewal of irrigation systems and couch grass conversions.  Funding 
for projects securing non-potable water sources for the Murrumbidgee and Yowani Country 
Clubs will also be provided. 

The Government will continue its ongoing review process for the Water Sensitive Urban 
Design (WSUD) policy as contained in the Territory Plan for implementation throughout the 
building and development industry in the ACT in 2010-11.  This review process is largely in 
response to industry and government agency feedback on the implementation of this 
relatively new policy.  Specific WSUD objectives will be implemented through the 
Government’s Capital Works program and the Canberra Integrated Urban Waterways 
program. 
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A progress report of Think Water, Act Water will be released in 2010.  A review of the 
strategy will lead to the development of a revised water strategy for the ACT focussing on 
objectives and targets.  ACTPLA will also review the current water efficiency standards for 
fittings and fixtures to ensure they complement broader water efficiency policy. 

In 2010-11, the Government will monitor the implementation of ACTEW’s water security 
projects with the objective of implementing an efficient and effective planning and 
management approach ensuring water security for the ACT and broader region.  The overall 
aim, to significantly reduce the time spent in periods of water restrictions. 

A central platform to this approach is water supply diversification, in particular: 

 construction of an enlarged Cotter Dam, which is expected to be completed in 2011; and 

 construction of a pump station and pipeline from the Murrumbidgee River, near Angle 
Crossing, to Googong Dam, which is expected to be completed by 2012.  The ACT 
Government is negotiating access to water from Tantangara Reservoir, which would be 
transferred down the Murrumbidgee River to Googong Dam. 

Energy 

In December 2009, the ACT Government released a draft Sustainable Energy Policy, 
commenced an expression of interest process for the establishment of a solar power facility, 
continued to work with ACTEW to enhance security and diversity of energy supply, and 
introduced the nation’s most generous feed-in-tariff.  This work included two public 
consultation meetings and was finalised on 5 March 2010. 

This work will continue in 2010-11, with the Government: 

 finalising the ACT’s sustainable energy policy; 

 participating in the national energy reform agenda; 

 ensuring the equitable provision of energy;  

 continuing to facilitate the establishment of a major solar power facility in the ACT; 

 further investigating the take up of renewable energy in the ACT by examining the 
potential extension of the Feed-in-Tariff to larger installations; and 

 decentralising energy supplies and exploring the feasibility of a second electricity supply 
line to the ACT and south-eastern NSW. 

The Government will continue to implement new and revised national minimum energy 
performance standards (MEPS) for appliances and equipment.  These standards cover a 
number of products from small household plug-in appliances to industrial installations.  The 
first MEPS for gas using products will be introduced in late 2010 with the implementation of 
standards for gas water heaters.   

As part of its review of the Territory Plan, ACTPLA is preparing a new estate development 
code to replace the Residential Subdivision Development Code.  Among other things, this 
code will introduce rules to ensure that at least 95 per cent of blocks in future green field 
subdivisions comply with new solar orientation requirements, whilst ensuring that subsequent 
residential buildings can achieve good solar orientation without casting shadows over 
neighbours. 
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The ACT continues to lead the way on the introduction of energy efficiency initiatives, 
having introduced a number of the actions in the national strategy, including differential duty 
on the registration and transfer of fuel efficient vehicles, mandatory disclosure of energy 
efficiency on residential property sales and improving the energy efficiency of street lighting. 

The Government will also be actively involved in developing and implementing other 
national initiatives to improve the efficiency of buildings and effectiveness of energy 
efficiency schemes, including the development of a new national framework for setting 
energy use and assessment standards for buildings, and aiming to be the first jurisdiction to 
license residential energy assessors. 

Transport 

In line with the Sustainable Transport Plan (2004), the Government will invest in 
infrastructure and programs that focus on reducing transport emissions by increasing overall 
use of sustainable transport modes and by promoting higher vehicle occupancy rates.  The 
aim is to achieve a reduction in GHG through reducing kilometres travelled in private 
vehicles by encouraging car drivers to car pool, cycle, walk or use public transport.  
Furthermore, the Government will investigate how to facilitate the introduction of fully 
electric vehicles into the ACT road system. 

ACTION will respond to recommendations by Carbon Systems Australia on reducing the 
carbon footprint of its operations.  It will also continue the installation of bus bike racks, with 
the aim of having 265 buses fitted by June 2011. 

Protecting the Environment 

Environmental protection will continue to be a high priority for the Government during 
2010-11.  Conserving the Territory’s environment for future generations entails balancing 
development needs with the responsible and efficient use of available resources.  In 2010-11 
the Government will work with key stakeholders to maintain and restore our natural 
environment through the Commonwealth and ACT joint funded ‘Caring for our Country’ 
initiative.  The Government will also progress a review of the Nature Conservation Act 1980, 
which will include public consultation.  The consultation will examine the opportunity for: 

 vegetation and biodiversity to be protected across the Territory through a range of 
policies, including market-based instruments; 

 connectivity and ecosystem resilience to be enhanced through protecting existing wildlife 
corridors and by fostering restoration; 

 the scope of the Act to be broadened so that provisions that currently relate to reserved 
land are applied to other public lands; and 

 revision of measures and penalties to assist in compliance with the Act. 

Key priorities include responding to the Commissioner for Sustainability and the 
Environment’s inquiries into management of Canberra’s urban forest, Canberra Nature Park, 
Googong foreshore and the Molonglo River corridor, and maintaining a high level of 
regulatory oversight over water quality and abstraction, noise pollution and air quality. 
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In 2010-11, a master plan for the Jerrabomberra Wetlands will be prepared, which will 
address its proximity to new urban development and guide future works to improve visitor 
amenities. 

The Government will also continue to invest in programs aimed at conserving threatened 
species, including research in conjunction with the Australian National University for the 
reintroduction of fauna into the Mulligans Flat Sanctuary, the successful Corroboree Frog 
breeding program, research on threatened grassland fauna in conjunction with the University 
of Canberra, establishment of a breeding program for Tasmanian Bettongs at Tidbinbilla, 
establishment of a Grassland Earless Dragon breeding program, and planting of food trees for 
the Glossy Black Cockatoo. 

Revegetation works in the Mount Painter Nature Reserve will be undertaken in conjunction 
with local community groups to include site preparation, and mass plantings of local tree and 
shrub species. 

The Government will continue the staged replacement of the urban forest, which is a strategic 
initiative that aims to reduce the risk to Government, people and property from the declining 
condition of the ageing and drought affected urban tree estate.  The program also aims to 
improve the look of Canberra through better maintenance of trees. 

Further work will be undertaken on rabbit control at the Mount Majura and Ainslie Nature 
Reserves.  This program will allow for primary and follow-up rabbit control works by 
contractors working in priority reserves across the ACT.  This will significantly reduce the 
rabbit population in the targeted nature reserves and improve biodiversity, as the vegetation 
and native species respond to the removal of rabbit grazing pressure.  

The Government has also completed its review and will release the final ACT Weeds Strategy 
2009-2019.  Two hundred copies of the final Strategy have been published for distribution to 
key stakeholders and a copy will be made available on the ACT Government’s website. 

The ACT Vertebrate Pest Management Strategy 2002 is currently being reviewed to: 

 assess the efficacy of its objectives, strategies and performance indicators; and 

 ensure alignment with the ACT’s Pest Plants and Animals Act 2005 and the recently 
released Commonwealth and NSW Government pest management strategies, codes of 
practice and management plans. 

The ACT Kangaroo Management Plan, funded over four years, aims to manage the 
environmental, social and economic impacts of Eastern Grey Kangaroos in the ACT with 
particular consideration given to managing grazing pressure on endangered grassy 
ecosystems. 

In the 2009-10 Budget, $0.830 million was allocated over four years to support 
community-based action to complete the restoration of the Lower Cotter Catchment to a 
stable native ecosystem that supports water quality in the Cotter Reservoir.  Funds will be 
made available to Greening Australia (Capital Region) and through ‘Caring for our Country’ 
to continue facilitating community involvement in the Lower Cotter Catchment.  
Two hundred thousand native understorey plants will be seeded or propagated and planted by 
community volunteers over five years. 
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Strengthening Communities 

The Government is committed to supporting the community in undertaking activities that 
complement the delivery of environmental priorities.  In 2010-11, the Government will 
continue to provide support to our community partners, including the Canberra and South 
East Region Environment Centre, the Conservation Council and SEE Change ACT.  

Through the ‘Caring for our Country’ initiative, the Government will continue to support 
Billabong Aboriginal Development Corporation, the Water Watch program, and Greening 
Australia to engage the community in the delivery of environmental projects. 

The ACT environment grants will continue to support worthwhile community projects, 
including: 

 conservation planning; 

 sustainable landscape development; 

 environmental impact reduction; 

 Canberra centenary celebrations; 

 community engagement, education and awareness-raising; and 

 natural and cultural heritage conservation works. 

 

2010-11 Budget Paper No. 3 277 A Sustainable Territory 



2010-11 Budget Paper No. 3 278 A Sustainable Territory 

 


	8.1 A SUSTAINABLE TERRITORY
	The ACT’s Sustainability Framework
	Government Leading by Example
	Sustainability in Public Housing
	Planning for a Sustainable Future
	Sustainability Across the Education sector
	Sustainability in ICT
	Sustainability Across the Health Sector
	Sustainability Programs
	Climate Change
	Waste

	Protecting the Environment
	Strengthening Communities



