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ACT students who are at risk or disadvantaged within the education system will be better
catered for in the 2001-02 Budget.

The ACT Government has given even more attention to those students who are at risk
of falling through the cracks in today’s budget which complements two of the key
themes of the budget – early intervention and poverty.

Education Minister Bill Stefaniak said that it was important all students in the ACT were given
every opportunity possible to receive a quality education.

“This means directing attention to those students who may already be behind the eight ball
due to financial constraints or problems with learning difficulties, either academically or
socially.

Community Services Minister Michael Moore said that a number of initiatives within his
portfolio area would complement work being done at the school level to ensure those students
at the most risk were catered for.

Initiatives devised to address disadvantaged and at risk students include:

� Support for Students at Risk
� CIT Scholarships for Disadvantaged Students
� Early Intervention Student Management Program
� Support for Learning for Life
� Expansion of the Out of School Program
� Indigenous Youth Centre

The Support for Students at Risk Program has been established to support students at risk
of not achieving satisfactory education and training outcomes.

The program is designed to strengthen partnerships with agencies, schools and community
groups to improve transitions between education, employment and training activities for young
people.

The ACT Government Budget for 2001-02 has allocated $206,000 for the program with an
additional $211,000 in each of the following three years.
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The initiative complements a range of other programs already in place to support students at
risk, including:

� High school support centres
� Alternative education programs such as the Ginninderra Alternative Program  at

Ginninderra District High School, Eclipse at Canberra College and DCAP at
Dickson College

� Additional support for learner assistance programs; and
� Schools as Communities

All of this work builds on the High Schools for the New Millennium Project, which was
established in 2000-01 and continues in 2001-02.

The CIT Scholarships for Disadvantaged Students provides $100,000 per year for the next
four years to fund a total of 200 scholarships.

The initiative will provide 50 scholarships in 2001-02 to enable financially disadvantaged
students and indigenous students to undertake study at CIT.  Each scholarship will include the
payment of a student’s full fees for one year and an allowance for books and materials.

Mr Stefaniak said that the scholarships were an incentive to attract disadvantaged students to
the higher level programs at CIT and financially enable them to undertake their studies with
their fees covered.

“This initiative also allows CIT to further promote quality VET services to prospective students
who are prevented from undertaking educational programs because of financial hardship,” he
said.

The Early Intervention Student Management Program will allow government schools to
better address the growing number of students in schools with challenging behaviours, with a
particular emphasis on early intervention and professional development.

This initiative will support the establishment of an early intervention unit, and a program of
professional development for teaching and administrative staff.

The ACT Government has allocated a total of $109,000 in 2000-01 and $62,000 in 2001-02 to
the Program, with gradual increases to $96,000 in 2002-03, $98,000 in 2003-04 and $101,000
in 2004-05.

This program will specifically help students by:
� identification of students who are at risk of developing social or emotional problems

that may interfere with their schooling
� provision of intensive support for students and their home schools
� improved educational and social outcomes for all students and, in particular, those

who are exhibiting challenging behaviours
� development of expertise in schools that will foster appropriate and effective student

management strategies
� improved staff and student safety in schools
� increased interaction and cooperation between relevant agencies and departments
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The Early Intervention Management supports the departmental Safe Schools Policy
Framework and promotes schools as positive learning environments.

The Government will also support the Learning for Life program in the 2001-02 budget.

Learning for Life already supports over 800 people through the ACT and funding allocated in
the budget will expand the work of the Smith Family who administers the program.  The
Program will receive $100,000 in 2001-02 with gradual increases in the following three years.

The Program supports disadvantaged young people from primary school through to university
to participate more fully in the education process and recreational activities by giving financial
assistance (scholarships) directly to low income students or the student’s family who show a
commitment to their child’s education.

Mr Moore said that Learning for Life reinforced the value of life-long learning programs and
provided information, advice and support to students and their families to allow them to
enhance their education and pursue their career goals.
 
 “Learning for Life provides additional support and access for students from primary school to
university thereby building upon the social capital commitment expressed by the Government,”
said Mr Moore.

The Expansion of the Out of School Program will provide young people, who have left
mainstream educational settings, with the opportunity to re-engage in education in a non-
threatening flexible and informal environment.

The Government will spend $492,000 on this program over the next four years, with $120,000
in 2001-02.  This funding will also enable increased attendance for the program, enhance the
quality and flexibility of delivery and develop outreach support.

Another important initiative is the Indigenous Youth Centre. The Government has allocated
$415,000 over four years, with $100,000 of that to be spent in 2001 –02, for the enhancement
of the Indigenous Youth Centre’s services, which will include an Indigenous High School
Support Centre.

The initiative will allow the Gugan Gulwan Youth Aboriginal Corporation to build on its capacity
to address the needs of Indigenous young people in the community, and indigenous students
who are at risk of under-achieving.  The program will also support indigenous students to
achieve additional opportunities for better performance at school, make the transition from
school to work and access culturally appropriate support and recreation services.

Mr Stefaniak said that the Government was committed to ensuring that those students who
found it more difficult to obtain an education were given more assistance and every
opportunity possible to learn.
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