
5.2 NATION BUILDING AND JOBS PLAN: BUILDING PROSPERITY 
FOR THE FUTURE AND SUPPORTING JOBS NOW 

Nation Building and Jobs Plan 

The implementation of the Nation Building and Jobs Plan will continue in the ACT 
throughout 2010-11.  To date the ACT Government has been allocated funding of 
approximately $330 million under the various programs that make up the Plan as detailed 
below: 

 Building the Education Revolution (BER): 

– National School Pride (NSP) Program – $12.6 million. 

– Primary Schools for the 21st Century – $140.2 million. 

 Better TAFE – $9.4 million. 

 Social Housing – $93.5 million. 

 Regional, Local and Community Infrastructure Program (RLCIP) – $2.8 million. 

 Roads Programs: 

– Black Spot – $2.4 million. 

– National Highway Maintenance – $2.4 million. 

– Roads to Recovery – $28 million. 

– Airport Precinct Roads – $30 million. 

– Lanyon Drive Duplication Stage 2 – $7.5 million. 

 Heritage Projects – $0.2 million. 

 Cycle Paths – $0.5 million. 

In February 2009, a Stimulus Taskforce was established, led by a Coordinator General.  The 
role of the Taskforce was to oversee the rollout of projects and report to the Commonwealth, 
as well as identify opportunities to improve systems, procedures, practices or polices required 
to ensure that the Commonwealth’s tight timeframes were met.  In November 2009, as the 
implementation moved from planning to construction, the Taskforce as it was originally 
configured was disbanded and a smaller group established to continue the oversight role. 

A number of activities to enhance project delivery have been undertaken which are aimed at 
streamlining processes, and reducing time and costs.  For example, social housing projects 
continue the use of expanded panels of builders and architects as developed by Housing 
ACT. 

A number of planning regulation changes were also introduced to expedite delivery of the 
Education and Social Housing programs to ensure that the Territory completes projects 
within the Commonwealth Government’s strict Nation Building timeframes. 
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The ACT participates in regular meetings with the Commonwealth and jurisdiction 
Coordinators to facilitate discussion about the BER and Social Housing programs.  The 
feedback from these meetings and regular reporting to the Commonwealth indicates that the 
ACT is performing above the national average in the delivery of the various programs and it 
is expected that all programs will be completed within the required timeframes. 

In late 2009, the Commonwealth Coordinator General commissioned a consultant to 
undertake a review of the governance processes and systems across programs and across 
jurisdictions.  The review was intended to gather information to allow for early identification 
of implementation risks on a national and/or jurisdictional basis.  The review made a number 
of recommendations of which only a small number were applicable to the ACT.  The 
outcomes of the review highlight the strength of the governance and reporting and monitoring 
arrangements that have been implemented in the Territory.   

Under the Nation Building program, the Commonwealth established a 10 per cent target for 
the employment of apprentices and trainees.  The latest report prepared for the ACT shows an 
average of 10 per cent of apprentices and trainees were employed as site workers on BER 
projects.  On Nation Building sites in the ACT, there are 19 indigenous workers including 
four apprentices and 14 professional cadets.  

Building the Education Revolution 

The BER component is comprised of two elements.  The first of these is the National School 
Pride (NSP) Program under which every school in the ACT received an allocation of funding 
for minor refurbishments and items such as interactive whiteboards and shade structures.  All 
84 ACT schools projects funded under this program have been completed.  The second 
element is the Primary Schools for the 21st Century (P21) Program.  Under this program 
68 projects for the construction of new facilities such as libraries, assembly halls and 
multi-purpose facilities at ACT primary schools were funded, and 65 of the projects have 
already commenced and 6 have been completed. 

Comprehensive consultation processes have been undertaken with school principals, Board 
Chairs and Parents and Citizens Association Presidents as representatives of the broader 
school community, in each ACT school.  Former school principals have been engaged to 
assist current school principals in identifying appropriate project proposals under the P21 and 
NSP programs and to assist in working through issues associated with construction activity 
on school sites. 

Details of the BER program are provided in Table 5.2.1 below. 

Table 5.2.1 
BER Program (Progress as at 30 April 2010) 

Program   Total 
$’000 

Number of 
Projects 

Number 
Commenced  

Number 
Completed 

NSP 12,611 84 84 84 
P21 140,172 68 65 6 
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Examples of the projects completed under the NSP include: 

 shade structures (27 projects); 

 class room refurbishments (17 projects); 

 hall refurbishments (8 projects); and 

 gym and sport facilities (6 projects). 

A broad range of projects are being undertaken under the P21 Program including construction 
of multi-purpose halls and buildings, new libraries, outdoor learning areas and a range of 
upgrades and refurbishments to halls, classrooms and facilities. 

Social Housing 

The Social Housing component of the Plan includes the construction of new dwellings and 
repairs and maintenance to existing Housing ACT properties.  The Nation Building social 
housing package being rolled out in the ACT provides a mixture of larger multi-unit 
dwellings and detached dwellings.   

The package also preserves the benefits of the disaggregated housing stock which is already a 
key feature of social housing in the ACT.  The Commonwealth has identified disaggregation 
as a key reform.   

The program allows older public housing tenants who are located in larger properties to move 
into housing better suited to their needs and also improves the type and quality of housing 
available to public housing tenants.  It provides housing for older people in established areas, 
allowing people to maintain established community connections and is consistent with urban 
consolidation objectives including the provision of housing in close proximity to transport 
and shops. 

The rollout of the program in the ACT has seen the entry of new community housing 
providers and the expansion of the mix of development by community housing providers.  
This will lead to more options for tenants of community housing providers as well as public 
housing tenants.  As a result of this expansion to community housing providers, a mixture of 
church groups and an interstate provider will enter the ACT market. 
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Details of the social housing program in the ACT are provided in Table 5.2.2 below. 

Table 5.2.2 
Social Housing Program (Progress as at 30 April 2010) 

Program  Total 
$’000 

Number of 
Projects 

Number 
Commenced  

Number 
Completed 

Stage 1 11,147 57 57 17 
Stage 2 75,900 325 245 0 
Repairs and Maintenance 6,442 250 239 205 

Regional, Local and Community Infrastructure Program 

There have been two rounds of funding for the Regional, Local and Community 
Infrastructure Program (RLCIP).  Under the first round, the ACT was allocated $2 million 
which was used to fund the following projects: 

 construction of a state-of-the-art street style skate park and youth plaza at Eddison Park in 
Woden; and 

 an event stage and a shade sail over the existing playground in Glebe Park. 

Both of these projects have been completed. 

On 29 March 2010, the Commonwealth Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Local Government announced the successful projects in the ACT under the 
second round of the program.  These projects are: 

 construction of a loading area for the mobile library at Woden to facilitate its transfer 
from the Blaxland Centre to Woden Library – $0.2 million; 

 construction of two bike and ride facilities with swipe card access bike storage for around 
20 bikes at each location and the construction of up to 30 bike racks along the frequent 
transport corridor network – $0.3 million; 

 upgrades to facilities at John Knight Memorial Park at Lake Ginninderra including eight 
shade structures, three picnic settings, access pathways and landscaping – $0.2 million; 
and 

 upgrades to picnic facilities at Western Foreshore District Park at Lake Ginninderra 
including the installation of a new barbeque with picnic settings and an all weather shade 
structure – $0.1 million. 

Road Programs 

The various funded road programs for the ACT are providing for the construction of bus 
lanes to facilitate more efficient public transport, the improvement of safety measures at 
Black Spot locations, and the upgrade of a number of roads. 

To date, Black Spot improvements have been completed at eight locations including: 

 installation of traffic lights at the Yamba Drive and Mawson Drive intersection in 
Mawson and the intersection of Luxton Street and Lathlain Street in Belconnen; 

 upgrades to the road surface and improved signage at the Hindmarsh Drive and 
Dalrymple Street intersection in Red Hill; and 
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 line marking and signage improvements at the Ginninderra Drive and Kingsford Smith 
Drive intersection in Florey. 

Construction work is well underway on Stage 2 of the duplication of Lanyon Drive and the 
Tharwa Bridge substructure.  Planning and environmental work for the Kings Highway 
realignment is also well advanced.  Bus lanes are currently being constructed on Flemington 
Road and Belconnen Way. 

See Table 5.6.8 for a list of roads funded by the Commonwealth Government. 
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