
Request for Costing an Election Commitment 
Name of proposal: Palliative Care Hub 

 

Person requesting costing: Andrew Barr, MLA 

 

Date of request: 24 September 2020 

 

Summary of proposal: A re-elected Labor Government will partner with 
Palliative Care ACT to establish a respite hub for 
people with life-limiting illness who wish to die at 
home and their families and loved ones.  

 

Issue the proposal will address: This flexible model will enable people to spend 
time in a home-like environment while their 
carers get the rest they need and the time to 
manage their other responsibilities. The hub will 
also provide a place for families and carers to 
access resources and support. 

 

What are the key assumptions that have been made in the proposal? 

Note: The costing will be developed on the basis of information and assumptions provided in the 
costing request. The professional judgment of the Under Treasurer will determine whether these 
assumptions are adopted in the costing of the proposal. 

 

 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 Total  
  $0,000 $0,000 $0,000 $0,000 $0,000 $0,000 
Palliative Care ACT - The 
Hub 

- 525 1,050 1,050 1,050 3,675 

 
The operational costs of a community run respite facility for people with a life-limiting 
illness in Canberra is estimated to be $150,000 per bed per year.  
 
The costing is based on the assumption that commencement occurs in 2021-22 once a 
suitable site is located.  Palliative Care ACT would be the provider, as they are yet to 
identify a property, it is assumed that there will be 6 months of operation in 2021-22.  
 
From 2022-23, the costing is based on the operation of 7 beds per year. 
 
There are no associated capital costs for the ACT Government.  
 
 



What are the estimated revenue and operating costs each year (if available) and what are the 
capital requirements for this proposal and estimated costs each year (if available)? 

 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 Total 

 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 

Revenue(a)      

Expenses(a) - 525 1,050 1,050 2,625 

Capital      

Depreciation      
(a) A negative number indicates a decrease in revenue or an increase in expenses. The expenses row does not include depreciation 
costs. 

 

Has any specific information or data been utilised in generating the proposal? 

Palliative Care ACT has indicated that the operational costs of a community run respite 
facility for people with a life-limiting illness in Canberra is estimated to be $150,000 per 
bed per year. 

 

Where relevant, is funding for the proposal to be demand driven or a capped amount? 

Capped 

 

Will third parties, for instance the Commonwealth or other State/Territories, have a role in funding 
or delivering the proposal? Does the proposal provide additional funding to, or redirect, any 
existing Commonwealth/State or Territory funding arrangements? 

Yes – Palliative Care ACT will identify a location for the Hub and fund the lease/acquisition 
costs. 

 

Will funding/the cost require indexation?  

No 

 

Who will administer the proposal? 

Palliative Care ACT via an agreement with the ACT Health Directorate on behalf of the ACT 
Government.   

 

How will the proposal be administered? 

The initiative provides grant funding to Palliative Care ACT to cover the operating costs of 
the End of Life Hub.   

The agreement between the ACT Government and Palliative Care ACT will be administered 
by the ACTHD. 



Is the proposal part of a broader package? 

The proposal is one component of ACT Labor’s broader health policy commitments.   

The initiative is not dependent on any other policy commitments.  

Has an allowance been made for expenses necessary to support the implementation of this 
proposal? 

– If no, will the government agency be expected to absorb expenses associated with this 
proposal? 

– If yes, please specify the key assumptions. 
No.  The ACT Health Directorate will absorb the costs of managing the funding agreement 
with Palliative Care ACT. 

 

Will the proposal generate savings or offsets? 

No 

 

Has the proposal been previously costed by an external (third) party?  Will a copy of this material, 
including any assumptions, be made available to Treasury? 

Yes.  Palliative Care ACT estimates that the operational costs of a community run respite 
facility for people with a life-limiting illness in Canberra is estimated to be $150,000 per 
bed per year. 

 

What are the community impacts associated with the proposal?  Who and how many people will 
be affected? 

The demand for palliative care services was outlined in the ACT Government submission to 
the 2018 ACT Legislative Assembly Select Committee on End of Life Choices in the ACT 
inquiry. In the ACT there has been an increase across a range of palliative care services 
including: 

• “a 36 per cent increase in the number of new patients seen annually (since 2003); 
• an 85 per cent increase in the number of registered clients (74 in 2002; 200 in 2014 

plus 115 registered Outpatients); 
• a 42 per cent increase in the average number of monthly occasions of service 

(since 2004); and 
• a 39 per cent increase in the number of Home-Based Palliative Care patients dying 

in hospital (since 2004).” 

Investment in palliative care means people can live well until their death, with optimal 
management of symptoms, support, and care in the place of their choice. 
 

Are there any transitional considerations associated with implementation of the proposal?  If so, 
how will they be managed? 

No 

 



What is the intended implementation date of the proposal? 

2021-22 

 

When is the proposal expected to be fully operational? Please provide details such as the start and 
end dates, the level of commitment during each period etc. 

The costing is based on the assumption that start in 2021-22.  Given Palliative Care ACT is 
yet to identify a property, it is assumed that the property is identified and ready for 
operations by 1 January 2022.  
 

Will the proposal cease, and if so, when? 

The program will be ongoing. 

 

Is there any additional information relevant to this proposal? 

No  
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