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MESSAGE
FROM THE
CHIEF MINISTER

GROWING SERVICES FOR OUR GROWING CITY
The 2018 Territory Budget invests in
the public services Canberrans rely on.
At the same time as we deliver on our
commitment to return the Budget to balance,
the ACT Government is growing services and
infrastructure to make sure this city keeps
getting better for everyone who lives here.
We are delivering new local schools and more
places for students at our existing ones. We are
strengthening care in our hospitals and making
commuting quicker with better transport
infrastructure. We are boosting our investment
in services for our city and suburbs, and
keeping Canberrans safe by recruiting more
first responders for our police and emergency
services.
People from across Australia and around the
world are moving to Canberra because we are
a city of possibilities. A place full of good jobs
that make a difference. A hub for world-leading
study and research institutes. A community
that embraces creativity and champions new
businesses.

Our city’s growth is an opportunity; Canberra is
more diverse and dynamic today because more
people from many different places call it home.
But we know that services and infrastructure
have to step up alongside our community to
make sure Canberra keeps getting better as
we grow.
As this Budget summary shows, no other
government in Australia delivers as many
services as we do. Our priority is to keep
Canberra liveable with great schools and
health care, efficient public transport and local
government services, more housing options, a
clean environment and exciting events.
The Budget summary highlights the significant
work that is already underway to deliver on
our 2016 election commitments and renew
Canberra’s schools, hospitals and public
places.
But we know there is more to do.
That’s why the ACT Government is growing
services for our growing city through the 2018
Territory Budget.
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Aboriginal &

A

Torres Strait Islander
Canberrans
Progressing reconciliation between
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
and the broader Canberra community is a
key priority for the ACT Government. We are
working with community-led organisations
and specialist services to help close the
gap in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
health and other outcomes, while also
raising awareness about the significant role
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures
play in shaping our community.

The ACT marked its first
Reconciliation Day public holiday
on 28 May 2018, celebrating the
cultures, contribution and resilience
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people as well as fostering
community understanding of
reconciliation.
We held the Reconciliation in the
Park festival in the City and supported
community-led activities, including film
screenings, cultural tours and sporting
events. The 2018 Budget delivers ongoing
support for marking Reconciliation Day,
including holding a major annual public
event.
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THE ACT GOVERNMENT HAS WORKED
CLOSELY WITH THE ABORIGINAL AND
TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER ELECTED
BODY IN TAKING FORWARD THE
ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT
ISLANDER AGREEMENT 2015-18.

$85
million

over 4 years
supporting
Aboriginal & Torres
Strait Islander
Canberrans

OUR BOORIS, OUR WAY

BUILDING NEW HOMES

The ACT Government is reviewing the
over-representation of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children involved
with the child protection system.

The ACT Government is building a
new housing complex to provide more
dedicated and culturally appropriate
housing for older Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Canberrans.

The review is being led by an Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Steering Committee
with a diverse set of capabilities and lived
experience in child protection and service
delivery.

The new homes will build on the success of
Mura Gunya, a five-unit complex that
opened in November 2016.

THE ACT GOVERNMENT IS
SUPPORTING WINNUNGA NIMMITYJAH
ABORIGINAL HEALTH SERVICE TO
DEVELOP A MODERN NEW HEALTH
CENTRE TO PROVIDE HIGH QUALITY,
CULTURALLY APPROPRIATE PRIMARY
HEALTH SERVICES TO ABORIGINAL
AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER
CANBERRANS.

IN THIS
BUDGET:
More dedicated & culturally

appropriate homes

for older Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
Canberrans

Re-open
Boomanulla Oval

Family group
conferencing
to help minimise
involvement with the child
protection system

Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Arts
Officer to strengthen

engagement with local
Canberra artists
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Arts

A

The ACT Government supports a thriving
arts community which celebrates
both our new and emerging creators
and internationally renowned artists.
This year we have boosted funding
to upgrade and strengthen local arts
facilities, ensuring more Canberrans and
visitors can experience the creativity of
the Capital region.

We are already delivering $879,000 a year in grants to local artists and $230,000
supporting local arts events such as Art Not Apart and DESIGN Canberra.

Our 12 unique arts venues showcase local, national and international talent, and our 25 local
government-funded arts organisations ensure people from all walks of life, particularly those that
experience barriers or disadvantage, can participate in the arts.

EXPANDING COMMUNITY ARTS
Community arts centres bring
together creative minds of all ages
and abilities, and give everyone the
opportunity to explore their creative
potential.
Delivering on a 2016 election commitment,
works are underway on a $15 million upgrade
of the Belconnen Arts Centre, including
the addition of a new performance space,
dance studio, community kitchen and café.
Construction works are set to be completed
by mid-2020.
8 | ACT Budget 2018-19: Budget in brief

$137
million

over 4 years
supporting
the arts

IN THIS
BUDGET:
An additional

$700,000
over two years

to support the expansion of the

Belconnen
Arts Centre

OUR PERFORMING ARTS
More than 264,000 people went to
474 performances at the Canberra
Theatre Centre last year. This includes
11,500 students from 297 schools.
Together, the Canberra Theatre Centre,
Canberra Museum and Gallery and our
historic places welcomed 537,000 visitors
last year.

$350,000

upgrade

of Canberra
Museum
and Gallery

$1.5 million
to upgrade the

Canberra
Theatre

$1.2

million

to plan for a

new theatre complex

THE BUDGET ALSO
PROVIDES FOR
CONSERVATION
WORKS AT KEY
HERITAGE SITES,
INCLUDING LANYON
HOMESTEAD,
CALTHORPES’ HOUSE,
& MUGGA MUGGA.
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Business

B

Our local businesses drive
economic activity and create
good jobs for Canberrans. The ACT
Government is focused on making
it as easy as possible to do business
in Canberra, including through
the One Stop Café initiative in
this year’s Budget. We are also
promoting Canberra through
Brand CBR, and strengthening
connections internationally and
across Australia through a targeted
program of trade missions.

We are reducing red tape and making it easier to do business with the
ACT Government.

Access Canberra is providing a one-stop-shop for regulatory and licensing matters, and our
ongoing reforms are supporting innovation in areas like event facilitation, small venues and
outdoor dining. The ACT’s payroll tax threshold is now $2 million – the highest in the country,
meaning 91 per cent of ACT businesses do not pay any payroll tax.

STAMP DUTY
A key part of the ACT Government’s tax reform plan is to cut stamp duty for
commercial transactions.

FROM 1 JULY 2018 THERE WILL BE NO STAMP DUTY FOR
COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES WORTH $1.5 MILLION OR LESS.
THIS WILL MEAN ABOUT 70 PER CENT OF ALL COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY PURCHASES WILL NO LONGER INVOLVE STAMP
DUTY, A SIGNIFICANT BOOST FOR SMALL BUSINESSES &
INVESTMENT.
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IN THIS
BUDGET:
9.75 million

$

Priority Investment
Program supporting innovation
in the sectors of the future

Strengthening

the promotion of Canberra
through Brand

Pursuing further
red tape reduction
and policy

innovation

More secure
local jobs
Improving
government
procurement so that
contracts are only
awarded to businesses
that meet high
ethical & labour
standards
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c

Communities
& families
Canberra is Australia’s most
inclusive city; a place where
we strive to ensure everyone
has the opportunity to achieve
their full potential. By investing
in a wide range of services
for families and those facing
barriers to inclusion, we are
working to see all Canberrans
share in this city’s prosperity.

Last year the ACT Government provided support to families and children through
our targeted programs and partnerships with community providers.
Our Children’s Services Program delivered early childhood education and care opportunities
to 650 kids who may otherwise have gone without. We fund over 70 organisations to deliver in
excess of 250 services and supports to the Canberra community through Grants and Service
Funding Agreements.

VALUING OUR CARERS
The ACT Carers Strategy 2018-2028 will
recognise and support the important
role that carers play in our community.
In 2017, a panel of 49 Canberra-based
carers contributed to the strategy through
a deliberative democracy consultation
process. In 2018, we will work with community
organisations and carers to develop the first
three-year action plan to deliver the priority
initiatives of this Strategy.
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More than

$2 billion
over 4 years

including for public
housing, support for
families & people
with disability

IN THIS BUDGET:
$5 million
$469,000
for Self-Help
Organisations
United Together (SHOUT)

SUPPORTING CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Our Child and Family Centres,
in partnership with community
organisations, provide tailored
services including individual case
management for children and
families to support early childhood
development and strengthen families.
Our child development service is providing
assessment, referral, information and linkages
for vulnerable children aged 0–6 years, where
families have concerns about their child’s
development.

to establish the
Chief Minister’s
Charitable Fund

IMPLEMENTING THE FAMILY
SAFETY HUB
The Family Safety Hub is a network of
government, specialist and community
organisations, and people with a lived
experience of family and domestic
violence - testing new solutions to
a series of challenges in the current
service system.
The focus of the first challenge of the hub is
prevention and early intervention for pregnant
women and new parents.
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Disability

D

The ACT Government believes
in the full inclusion and
participation of people with
disability, and is working hard to
make this a reality. We’ve led the
nation in rolling out the National
Disability Insurance Scheme and
progressing the objectives of the
National Disability Strategy.

$650 million contribution
to the NDIS over 4 years
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About 6,400 Canberrans have
been supported by the scheme.
We are delivering $855,000 for older
people with disability currently receiving
territory-managed specialist disability
services, and who are not eligible for the
NDIS. We’re also investing $367,000 this
year to support peak disability bodies.

Disability funding will grow

9.3%

a year on average

GROWING THE DISABILITY
INCLUSION GRANTS PROGRAM
We will expand the Disability
Inclusion Grants program to support
community groups, organisations and
small businesses to become more
inclusive and accessible for people
with disability.
This will see the available grants increase to
$100,000 each year.

RECOGNISING OUR INCLUSIVE
COMMUNITY
The annual ACT Chief Minister’s Inclusion
Awards acknowledge the outstanding
achievements of business, organisations
and individuals that have demonstrated
their commitment to encourage, welcome
and support people with disability in their
workplace, business and community.

IN THIS
BUDGET:
Disability Justice
Strategy
to support

people with disability
within the justice
system

THE CONNECT &
PARTICIPATE EXPO
IS HELPING BREAK
DOWN BARRIERS TO
PARTICIPATION.

$23.2
million
to support
students with
disability

$1.8
million
for people with
support needs

not met by the NDIS
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E

Economic
development
The ACT economy is one the strongest
in the country, and among the fastest
growing of all states and territories.
The 2018 Budget continues to invest
in programs and initiatives that will
bolster this growth, and diversify our
jobs base to benefit all Canberrans.

We have supported 650 start-up businesses through
$1.3 million in funding for the CBR Innovation
Network over the past year.
Defence and defence-related industries are now contributing
$4.3 billion to the economy, and our service exports have
reached $2 billion. We delivered $350,000 to Screen Canberra
for film production projects and fostering our local talent base.

13.6 %
economic
growth

in the last

3 years

OUR SERVICE EXPORTS ARE GROWING
2,500
2,000

$ millions,
nomimal

$ millions,
nomimal

Travel, transport & rec
Education

1,500

IP

1,000

Business services
Govt. goods and services

500

Goods

0
2012-13

2013-14

2014-15
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2015-16

2016-17

BROADENING OUR HORIZONS
Qatar Airways and Singapore Airlines
now fly daily out of Canberra,
opening up our international
tourism and business opportunities.
Canberra’s visitor numbers are at an alltime high, and we are on track to reach
our goal of $2.5 billion in overnight visitor
expenditure a year by 2020.

WE ARE ESTABLISHING A SCREEN INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT FUND
TO INVEST IN COMMERCIAL SCREEN PRODUCTIONS UNDERTAKEN
IN CANBERRA & HELP OUR LOCAL FILM INDUSTRY CONTINUE TO GROW BY
ATTRACTING MORE MAJOR PROJECTS.

IN THIS BUDGET:
$2

$1.6 million

for the Project Facilitation Unit
for new investment & job creation
opportunities

million

to grow the Major Event Fund
to attract more visitors to Canberra

OUR TOP 5

EDUCATION AS A LEADING EXPORT
Tertiary education is now the ACT’s
leading services export at $880 million
per annum, with our tertiary and
research sector contributing well over
$3 billion to the economy.

INDUSTRIES

Our strong partnerships with local
universities, research institutions, and CIT are
strengthening Canberra’s appeal as a leading
place to study.

EXPORTS

1

Public
administration

1

Education

2

Health care

2

3

Professional
scientific &
technical
services

Government
goods &
services

3

Tourism

4

Technical
services

5

Research &
development
services

4

Construction

5

Education &
training
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E

Education
The ACT Government
delivers quality, accessible
education and early learning
through local schools so that
young Canberrans have the
best start to life. The 2018
Budget will deliver new and
expanded schools for our
growing suburbs and recruit
more teachers to bolster
our world class education
system.

Close to 48,000 students study at an ACT public
school from pre-school to college. They are
supported on their learning journey by over 5,000
public school teachers and support staff, who see
the ACT achieve some of the best education
outcomes in the country.

LAPTOPS IN SCHOOLS
We are delivering on our commitment to
provide every ACT public secondary student
with a laptop to support their learning. The first
15,000 laptops were rolled out to students at
the start of the 2018 school year, with the ACT
becoming the first jurisdiction in Australia
to provide these devices to every public
secondary school student.
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5

$
billion

over 4 years
supporting our

education
system

IN THIS
BUDGET:
Investing in a new

primary school in Molonglo
Meeting growth
with the
equivalent of

66

learning professionals
& support staff

FUTURE OF EDUCATION
We are delivering outcomes under the
Future of Education strategy.
This includes more teacher mentoring,
strengthening teacher capability in teaching
literacy and numeracy, and improved
collaboration between schools and the
University of Canberra on teacher education
and professional learning.

500

more student
places expanding

Amaroo, Gold Creek &
Neville Bonner Schools
Expanding the

Franklin Early Childhood
School past Year 2

15 more

psychologists

to support better
mental health & wellbeing

THE NEW MOLONGLO PRIMARY
SCHOOL WILL PROVIDE PLACES
FOR 600 STUDENTS FROM
KINDERGARTEN TO YEAR 6 &
PLACES FOR 44 PRE-SCHOOLERS –
WITH SPACE FOR FUTURE GROWTH.
THE SCHOOL WILL BE READY TO
ACCEPT STUDENTS FROM THE
START OF THE 2021 SCHOOL YEAR.
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E

Environment

The ACT has long led the nation in
environmental innovation and the
transition to a low carbon economy. We
are on track to deliver our commitment
to power Canberra with 100 per cent
renewable electricity by 2020. We are
also pursuing Australia’s most ambitious
emissions reduction efforts across
Canberra’s transport fleet.

$348 million over 4 years

to meet our environmental commitments
By 2020 we will meet
100 per cent of Canberra’s
electricity needs from
renewable sources.
Our innovative reverse-auction
process has secured affordable and
reliable energy supply from 10 wind
and solar farms across Australia,
including the Royalla Solar Farm in
Canberra, the Crookwell Wind Farm
in New South Wales, the Ararat Wind
Farm in Victoria, and the Hornsdale
Wind Farm in South Australia.
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THIS BUDGET DELIVERS
MORE RESOURCES
TO PRESERVE
THE MOLONGLO
RIVER CORRIDOR
& STRENGTHEN
COMMUNITY
CONSERVATION EFFORTS
ACROSS THE ACT.

REDUCING OUR ENERGY
CONSUMPTION

PROTECTING OUR ENVIRONMENT

We are helping households and
small to medium sized businesses
to reduce their electricity
consumption through the Energy
Efficiency Improvement Scheme.

70 per cent of the ACT’s land is
undeveloped - either protected in
national parks and nature reserves, or
managed as pine plantation.

The scheme has delivered 1 million energy
saving items to over 70,000 ACT households
and businesses, including 17,800 lower
income households.

This includes the preservation of the largest
public patch of nationally endangered yellow
box woodland, and the largest patches of
temperate native grassland in Australia.

IN THIS
BUDGET:
50 new
electric vehicle
charging stations

More resources

to control invasive species

Continuing our
Actsmart programs
reducing waste,
energy & water
consumption

An Ecotourism
Woodlands
Learning Centre
for the Mulligans
Flat Sanctuary
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E
Events

Canberra’s events calendar delivers
entertainment and unique experiences
to hundreds of thousands of people
every year. Our world-class venues are
home to international art exhibitions,
live entertainment, cultural celebrations,
food festivals and more, providing a
major drawcard that supports a thriving
tourism sector.

$48.6
million

over the next
4 years supporting
major &
community
events

Over 800,000 Canberrans and visitors have attended major ACT Government
events this year.
National and international sporting events at Canberra’s stadiums have drawn crowds of more
than 340,000 in the last year. Our national institutions have hosted internationally-renowned
events Hyper Real, Cartier and Songlines, which have attracted more than 246,000 visitors to date.

FLORIADE KEEPS BLOOMING
A Canberra icon, Floriade has grown
into the largest festival of its kind in
the Southern Hemisphere. More
than 434,000 locals and visitors
attended Floriade in 2017.
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IN THIS
BUDGET:

$1.7 million

$1.9
million

$225,000

for a new

festival

focused on innovation, design,
culture, coding and gaming

CANBERRA ON THE
INTERNATIONAL SPORTING STAGE
Our city will host its first Test Cricket
match in February 2019 when
Australia plays Sri Lanka.

to support the
CBR NightCrew

Canberra
Arts Biennial

for a new

The ACT Government has worked in
partnership with Cricket Australia to ensure
that our Manuka Oval facilities are at test
standard. This includes constructing a new
media centre at Manuka Oval to broadcast
international sporting events to the world.
The new centre will also support AFL fixtures
and other major games, bringing more
world-class sport to Canberra.
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Gaming

& racing

The ACT Government is reducing
the harmful impacts of gambling
across our community, while
ensuring a sustainable and
diverse club sector. We are
working with the industry to
ensure clubs of all sizes diversify
while we reduce the number of
poker machines in the ACT.

$1.1
million

The Gambling and Racing Commission funds projects
from the Problem Gambling Assistance Fund to help
minimise harm from gambling.

in support through
the Problem
Gambling
Assistance
Fund

These include funding of the ACT Gambling Counselling and Support Service, delivery
of Gambling Harm Awareness week, and a review of Responsible Conduct of Gambling
training. The Government provides over $7.5 million a year for racing codes, and a 50 per cent
gaming machine tax rebate to small and medium clubs to diversify their income. This year, we
also provided Community Club Grants of $10,000 to 14 local clubs.

REDUCING THE NUMBER OF POKER
MACHINES IN THE ACT
The ACT Government has committed
to reducing the number of poker
machines across the Territory to 4,000
by 2020.
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As part of this transition, an independent
expert has been commissioned to design a
Club Industry Diversification Support Package
that will help local clubs reduce their
reliance on gaming machine revenue, while
strengthening and expanding the services
and recreation options they provide to the
community.

POINT OF CONSUMPTION WAGERING TAX WILL COMMENCE
ON 1 JANUARY 2019. WE WILL HELP TO LEVEL THE PLAYING
FIELD BETWEEN DIFFERENT TYPES OF BETTING OPERATORS
BY INTRODUCING A TAX OF 15 PER CENT OF NET WAGERING
REVENUE ON ALL BETS PLACED IN THE ACT OR BY ACT
RESIDENTS. THIS TAX ON BETTING OPERATORS WILL GO BACK
TO SUPPORTING SERVICES FOR CANBERRANS.

G
25

Health &

H

hospitals

Delivering accessible, high quality
healthcare is one of the ACT
Government’s top priorities. We
already invest around $10,000 a
year for every Canberra household
to deliver quality care in our
hospitals and local health services.
The 2018 Budget will deliver a
significant boost to frontline staff
and services.

$7.8 billion over 4 years

supporting the health of Canberrans

HEALTH MATTERS

WALK IN CENTRES

We will invest almost $2 billion a year
on our public hospitals, which provide
frontline and critical care 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.

Our Walk in Centres
provide medical care
closer to home and ensure people
with minor injuries or illnesses are seen
quickly without visiting the Emergency
Department.

More than 3,100 nurses and nearly 1,000
doctors work across the ACT health system,
providing the personal, quality care
Canberrans expect and deserve. This year we
anticipate around 119,000 admissions to our
public hospitals and 148,000 presentations
to Canberra’s Emergency Departments.
Our public hospitals will also deliver more
than 10,700 emergency surgeries and 14,000
elective surgeries.
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We are building a network of five Walk in
Centres across Canberra, with two already
operating in Tuggeranong and Belconnen.
Construction on the $2.9 million Gungahlin
Walk in Centre has started and is expected to
be open in late 2018.
Weston Creek will open in 2019, and planning is
underway for a centre in central Canberra.

IN THIS
BUDGET:

4,000

more elective
surgeries
over the next 4 years
Expanding Hospital in the

Home to 3,000

more patients per year

UNIVERSITY OF CANBERRA
HOSPITAL OPENS FOR PATIENTS
The new University of Canberra Hospital
will treat its first patients in July.
The hospital will improve support for people
recovering from illnesses, surgery, or injury,
and those experiencing mental illness. It will be
the largest rehabilitation centre in the ACT
and surrounds, with capacity for 140 inpatient
beds, 75 day places, and additional outpatient
services. The co-location of the hospital’s
rehabilitation services and specialist staff will
make it easier for people to access the care
they need.

Boosting

Emergency
Department staff

More

hospital beds during the
winter flu season,
& to support maternity
services
Upgrading the

Emergency Department
at Calvary Public
Hospital

MAJOR NEW HEALTH
INFRASTRUCTURE TO MEET
CANBERRA’S FUTURE NEEDS
The ACT Government is progressing plans for
the new Surgical Procedures, Interventional
Radiology and Emergency Centre (SPIRE), the
expansion of the Centenary Hospital for Women
and Children, and future hospital options for
Canberra’s northside.
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Housing

H

The ACT Government understands
that secure, suitable and affordable
housing is the foundation Canberrans
need to build a good life. That is why
we deliver housing services across a
spectrum of needs, from public and
community housing to homelessness
and crisis services. At the same time
we are also helping more Canberrans
own their own home.

We maintain 11,935 public housing properties,
providing homes to thousands of Canberra
families.

WE WILL DELIVER $23.4 MILLION
IN FUNDING TO SPECIALIST
HOMELESSNESS SERVICES
AND COMMUNITY HOUSING
PROVIDERS THIS YEAR.

$760

million

for housing &
services over the
next 4 years

BETTER HELP FOR FIRST HOME BUYERS
From 1 July 2019, eligible first home buyers will pay no stamp duty –
whether they are buying an established property or a newly built home.
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RENEWING CANBERRA’S PUBLIC
HOUSING
The ACT Government is delivering
new homes for Canberrans now and
into the future by renewing 1,288
properties across our public housing
portfolio.
We have helped 779 people move into
their new homes across Canberra. We work
closely with community organisations to
support people before, during and after
their move.

IN THIS
BUDGET:
Design work for a

Second Common
Ground at Dickson

HOUSING & HOMELESSNESS
SUMMIT
In collaboration with key community
organisations, the ACT Housing and
Homelessness Summit was held in
October 2017.
The event attracted over 200 participants
who contributed ideas and solutions
to tackle housing affordability and
homelessness in the ACT.

Boost to the

Housing
Innovation Fund

for affordable housing projects

Energy efficient upgrades

reducing power bills
in public housing

29

Justice

The ACT’s justice system provides
accessible justice services to support
victims of crime, rehabilitate offenders,
and maintain the safety and security
of our community. Through the 2018
Budget we are investing more in
justice services and our court system
to ensure these can continue to
operate effectively and efficiently while
protecting people’s rights.

This year we are expecting to progress 15,000 cases through our courts and
tribunal system, including over 1,000 Domestic and Family Violence Order
applications.
Around 15,500 calls to the Legal Aid Helpline are expected this year, and a heightened
focus on family violence. Last year we supported 420 detainees with services, and to find
accommodation and work upon release from the Alexander Maconochie Centre.

IN THIS
BUDGET:
More resources for the
Office of the Director
of Public Prosecutions

Extending
the Intensive

Corrections Order
scheme

- an alternative to prison

Continuing
design work

for a dedicated Drug & Alcohol Court

New
investment

to make Canberra a

Restorative City
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New

resourcing for

Legal Aid

APPOINTING A NEW MAGISTRATE
As we grow, a priority is to maintain a
fast and effective justice system for
all Canberrans.
We will support the appointment of an eighth
full-time magistrate to increase access to
justice and provide more timely resolution
of matters, including for victims of family
violence. A full-time forensic pathologist will
also ease pressure in the Coronial Court.

PROGRESS ON THE NEW COURTS
PRECINCT
Canberra’s new courts precinct
will include supportive facilities for
witnesses and their families, dedicated
spaces for community service and
domestic violence support agencies,
and a mediation hub supporting
resolution of justice matters outside of
court.
The first stage of works, which includes six
courtrooms, is nearly complete. The second
stage involves refurbishing and restoring the
existing 50-year-old heritage court building,
and is due for completion in 2019.

A number of
women detainees
of the Alexander
Maconochie Centre
are working in the
Centre’s bakery.

We are
working to
reduce recidivism
by 25% by 2025
through
employment &
skills-building
programs.
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K
Kids

The ACT Government
believes all children deserve
the best start in life. We
are investing in quality
education and healthcare,
and ensuring that all
Canberra kids feel safe and
protected in their
community.

Giving
our kids
the best
start

IN THIS
BUDGET:

$3.5 million

to improve the adoption & permanency
process for vulnerable children

Upgraded playgrounds
with a Citizens’ Forum
choosing locations

Developing an Early
Childhood Strategy
in partnership
with parents,
educators &
the community

More support for parents to help their kids learn
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KEEPING OUR KIDS HEALTHY

KEEPING OUR KIDS ACTIVE

Our childhood immunisation rates
are regularly above the national
average and some of the highest in
the country.

The ACT Government maintains
505 playgrounds across Canberra for
families and kids to enjoy.

The ACT Government delivers free childhood
immunisations through our Maternal and
Child Health Clinics – 95 per cent of kids in
the ACT are fully immunised by the time
they are five years old. We also deliver health
checks to Kindergarten kids across all ACT
primary schools, focusing on their vision,
hearing, height, weight, and development.
The ACT Government is funding free flu
vaccinations for six month to five year old
Canberra kids.

After consulting with the community, we
have begun building a new community park
in Giralang to provide even more space for
active play.

THIS YEAR THE ACT
GOVERNMENT IS PROVIDING
FREE EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION TO 4,609
PRE-SCHOOLERS.

THE ACT GOVERNMENT’S $2 MILLION ACTIVE STREETS FOR SCHOOLS PROGRAM
MAKES IT EASIER FOR KIDS TO WALK AND RIDE TO SCHOOL BY DELIVERING NEW AND
UPGRADED FOOTPATHS, IMPROVING ROAD CROSSINGS, SLOWING TRAFFIC AROUND
SCHOOLS, AND PROVIDING MORE BIKE STORAGE FACILITIES.
DELIVERING ON OUR ELECTION COMMITMENT, WE ARE ALSO PROVIDING SCHOOL
CROSSING SUPERVISORS AT 20 OF OUR BUSIEST CROSSINGS ADJACENT TO PRIMARY
SCHOOLS, SUPPORTING THOUSANDS OF KIDS WHO WALK AND RIDE TO SCHOOL.
33

L

LGBTIQ

We are Australia’s most LGBTIQ
welcoming and inclusive city
– and we’re proud of it. The
ACT Government celebrates
our LGBTIQ community by
supporting events that increase
visibility and inclusion, and
investing in targeted programs
to meet the unique needs of
LGBTIQ Canberrans.

$2.6 million in programs

supporting the LGBTIQ community over 4 years

The ACT Government is investing in
initiatives to boost the health and
wellbeing of LGBTIQ Canberrans, in
collaboration with local community
organisations.
This includes providing $110,000 to expand a
trial of Pre-exposure Prophylaxis treatment
to protect against HIV, and delivering more
support for intersex, gender diverse, and
transgender people and their families through
A Gender Agenda. We also deliver popular
events like CBR Fair Day and the Canberra
SpringOUT Pride Festival to celebrate the
contribution of LGBTIQ Canberrans.
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Events like CBR
Fair Day & SpringOUT
are really important
– an air of positivity &
celebration counts.
- participant

THE CAPITAL OF EQUALITY
The first ACT LGBTIQ Strategic Plan,
to be released in 2018-19, will set
out key directions and priorities for
achieving our vision for an LGBTIQ
inclusive community.
We will implement the Plan in 2018-19 by:
›› Supporting trans, gender diverse and
intersex led peer support, education and
resources
›› Collaborating with intersex organisations
to plan for the implementation of the
Darlington Consensus Statement in the
ACT
›› Investing $700,000 over four years to
increase LGBTIQ visibility and inclusion,
including through a new community grants
scheme

IN THIS
BUDGET:
$400,000

community
grants scheme
celebrating
LGBTIQ visibility & inclusion
for a

›› Ensuring the health and wellbeing of
LGBTIQ Canberrans through further
funding to support community-based
agencies with innovative approaches to
inclusion
›› Funding social research to ensure future
decisions and services for LGBTIQ youth in
Canberra are substantiated by data
›› Honouring the contributions and
achievements of LGBTIQ Canberrans
through a research project on the history
of LGBTIQ activism in the ACT since 1969

Continued support for

SpringOUT

through the ACT’s events fund

$300,000

Office of
LGBTIQ Affairs to focus on
for the

transgender &
intersex issues
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Mental health
We are growing frontline mental
health services so that more
Canberrans can access the
specialised care they need, close
to home. The 2018 Budget delivers
more supported accommodation
options for people with complex
mental health needs, and a boost
to the targeted services that
support teenagers, older people
and those transitioning out of the
justice system.

The ACT’s healthcare system currently delivers mental
health services to more than 10,325 clients through
our acute and community-based programs every year.
Demand for these specialist services is growing, with one in five
people experiencing mental health issues in their lifetime.

$646
million

over 4 years

delivering
mental health
services

OFFICE OF MENTAL HEALTH
We are delivering on our commitment to establish a new Office for Mental
Health to improve the mental wellbeing of Canberrans.
With funding delivered through last
year’s Budget, we are on track to have
the office up and running by
1 July 2018. The office will have
a whole-of-government focus on
mental health and will improve the
coordination of services to deliver
better care for Canberrans who
need it.
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IN THIS
BUDGET:
Delivering
more supported
mental health accommodation

Expanding the
Older Persons Mental
Health Intensive

More community-based
services
for young Canberrans,
including through

headspace

Refurbishing the

Extended
Care Unit at the Brian

Hennessy Rehabilitation Centre

Treatment Service

Way Back Support

Service for people who
have attempted suicide

New Southside step-up-step-down facility

MORE SUPPORTED ACCOMMODATION
We will establish three community-based
mental health accommodation facilities to
provide long-term supported care for people
who need 24-hour support.
The ACT Government will also establish a Step-Up-
Step-Down facility on the south side of Canberra, to
provide short-term residential and clinical treatment
for people discharged from hospital, and refurbish the
10-bed Extended Care Unit at the Brian Hennessy
Rehabilitation Centre, to help provide a secure facility
for people to transition back into the community.

Mental Health
funding to
grow by

5%

in 2018-19
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Multicultural

M
affairs

Canberra is a diverse and
inclusive city, shaped by people
moving here from more than 180
different countries around the
world. This year’s Budget makes
new investments to increase
the visibility and inclusion
of Canberrans from diverse
backgrounds, as well as boosting
local events that celebrate our
multicultural community.

The ACT Government has invested $247,000
to highlight and promote community
participation, cultural diversity and inclusion
in the ACT.
We have provided $89,800 for the Work Experience
Support Program to enable culturally and linguistically
diverse Canberrans to enter the workforce.
We have also delivered additional
funding for a job brokerage service
to help refugees find jobs, and
expanded access to English language
programs to help new Canberrans
improve their language skills.
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$18.7
million

over 4 years

supporting
multicultural
organisations &
activities

IN THIS
BUDGET:
$550,000

National
Multicultural
Festival

to strengthen the

The ACT Multicultural Advisory
Council was established in 2017 to
provide a forum for culturally diverse
Canberrans to make their voices
heard and help to shape the direction
of ACT Government policies and
services.
In its first 12 months, the Council will focus on
delivering the ACT Multicultural Framework
and leading the 2018 ACT Multicultural
Summit in November 2018.

Delivering
the

2018
Multicultural
Summit

Bringing

life &
culture to

our vibrant

city
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New land

release

The ACT Government is releasing
more land to improve affordability
and add to the housing choices on
offer for Canberrans. By building
connected and sustainable
communities both in new
suburban areas and urban renewal
precincts we are responding to
our city’s changing needs while
enhancing Canberra’s liveability and
strengthening social inclusion.

This year the ACT Government has already released land for 4,200 homes
across both new suburban and urban renewal developments. We have also
released 122,769 square metres of land for mixed, commercial and industrial use
developments, to support Canberra’s growing population and economy.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
This year the ACT Government will also release
sites for 288 affordable homes, along with sites
for 113 public housing and 20 community housing
properties.
These homes will be released across the city, including
Taylor, North Wright, Greenway and Lawson.

FOR THE COMING YEAR WE HAVE
SET A TARGET OF RELEASING SITES
FOR 472 AFFORDABLE HOMES FOR
ELIGIBLE LOW INCOME HOUSEHOLDS.
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Land for

4,060
homes

to be released
in 2018-19

IN THIS
BUDGET:
Land for

17,000
more homes
released
throughout
Canberra

over the next 4 years

Delivering the first blocks in

Canberra’s newest
suburb – Whitlam

227,604 sqm
of industrial & commercial
land to support

economic growth

The ACT Government is part of a joint
venture with Riverview Developments
to release land in Ginninderry, west of
Belconnen.
The development will stretch across the
ACT-NSW border and feature approximately
11,500 homes, schools, shops and
community facilities across multiple
suburbs.

Development
to commence
on the Macarthur Urban
Village

4
school sites for
Another

new suburbs

THE GREEN BUILDING
COUNCIL HAS RECOGNISED
GINNINDERRY AS AUSTRALIA’S
FIRST SIX-STAR GREEN STAR
RATED COMMUNITY FOR ITS
FOCUS ON ENERGY EFFICIENCY
& SUSTAINABILITY.
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Planning

P

Good planning leads to high
quality spaces, urban renewal
that responds to changing
community needs, welcoming
neighbourhoods and integrated
transport options supporting
Canberra’s liveability. The
ACT Government is delivering
planning strategies, sustainable
building policies and innovative
approaches to urban design
that can evolve and adapt over
time to ensure Canberra keeps
getting even better.

The ACT Government, in collaboration
with the National Capital Authority,
has released the Draft City and
Gateway Urban Design Framework for
community consultation.
The Framework outlines the planning
principles for the future development and
growth of Canberra’s city centre and gateway
corridor, and shows how we’ll achieve
well-designed buildings, urban infrastructure,
public places, and streets that are designed for
people and protect the environment.
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$126
million
over 4 years
planning for
our future

IMPROVING TOWN
CENTRES THROUGH
NEW INITIATIVES,
INCLUDING CITIZENLED PLACE-MAKING
PROGRAMS.

FINALISING MASTER PLANS
The ACT Government is delivering
new Master Plans for the Curtin and
Kippax Group Centres to guide the
growth and development of these
valued community hubs.
We are also finalising the Tharwa Village
Plan which will respect the village’s distinct
rural character and heritage values.

IN THIS
BUDGET:
National Capital Design
Review Panel to

improve
quality

of buildings,
landscapes &
public spaces

We are working
with the community
to plan for the renewal
of Dickson Section 72
including the development
of a second Common
Ground complex to help
boost social housing in
the centre of Canberra.

Chief Engineer
to improve design,

planning & delivery

of Government
infrastructure

Greater
community
involvement
in activating
public spaces
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Police & emergency
services

The ACT’s police and
emergency services are our
first responders in times of
crisis, and operate with some
of the best response times in
the country. The 2018 Budget
will deliver more frontline
staff and better equipment to
back them up when keeping
our growing city safe.

$1.3

billion
over 4 years

protecting our
community

The ACT’s police force has more than 940 FTE including
sworn officers and professional staff. Last year ACT
Policing received more than 300,000 calls. We have
233 paramedics and 334 Fire & Rescue officers. Last year the ACT Ambulance
Service responded to 52,084 incidents, and ACT Fire & Rescue responded to
11,357 incidents.

IN THIS
BUDGET:
18
new firefighters
Training

ensuring rapid
response to
emergencies

4

specialist positions

2

strategic analysis capability

surveillance of
criminal gangs

expanding

Delivering on
our election
commitment to
purchase a new aerial

pumper
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new
specialist
officers
improving

New defibrillators
& electric stretchers
for the ACT
Ambulance
Service

NEW AMBULANCE CREW IN TIMES OF NEED:

THIS YEAR THE ACT GOVERNMENT HAS ALREADY DELIVERED
ON OUR ELECTION COMMITMENT TO ADD A NEW CREW TO
THE ACT AMBULANCE SERVICE AND PUT ANOTHER TWO
NEW AMBULANCES ON THE ROAD.
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R
Roads

The Budget boosts Canberra’s road
network with better connections between
town centres, safer intersections, and early
works on major new infrastructure for
Molonglo. We are also investing in a citywide integrated public transport network
and more active travel links. Strengthening
local road infrastructure will keep Canberra
moving as our city grows.

We will maintain around 7,000 lane kilometres of roads,
repair thousands of potholes and other road damage, and
upgrade three major intersections over the next two years.
Duplicating

William
Slim
Drive

Planning
for a bridge
across the
Molonglo River

from
Ginninderra Drive to
the Barton Highway

Planning to extend

John Gorton
Drive

The final stage of duplication from the
Federal Highway to Well Station Road
is now underway, seeing completed
works through to Roden Cutler Drive.
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$10.2
million
for roads

Upgrading
traffic lights

DUPLICATION OF HORSE PARK
DRIVE IN GUNGAHLIN

With more than 25,000 vehicles travelling
on Horse Park Drive daily, this final stage
of works will overcome congestion and
allow easier commuting. The works include
upgrades next to Amaroo School to improve
safety for children. The duplication is
expected to be complete in early 2019.

An additional

& upgrading safety
at intersections in

Belconnen

ASHLEY DRIVE
The section of road between Erindale
Drive and Johnson Drive currently
carries more than 25,000 vehicles
each day.
We have invested $28.3 million to duplicate
the road to cater for Tuggeranong’s current
and future transport needs.
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Seniors

S

The ACT Government values
the ongoing contribution
older Canberrans make to
our community. We want to
make sure that all Canberrans
continue to enjoy a good
quality of life as they age, stay
connected to our community
and are supported by
appropriate community
services.

The ACT Government established
the Ministerial Advisory Council on
Ageing to provide strategic advice on
issues affecting older Canberrans.
The Council provides advice to inform
positive ageing policies, and works to
advance the status and interests of older
people in line with the Government’s Active
Ageing Framework 2015-2018.
We also fund COTA ACT to run the annual ACT
Seniors Week to celebrate the contribution
older Canberrans make to our community.

AGE FRIENDLY SUBURBS
The ACT Government’s Age Friendly
Suburbs initiative delivers pedestrian
upgrades that create more accessible
suburbs, allowing people to stay
healthy, active and engaged with the
community.
This year we will deliver upgrades in Page and
Hughes.

HELPING OLDER CANBERRANS WITH THE COST OF LIVING:
INCREASING UTILITIES CONCESSIONS BY $50 FROM 1 JULY 2018
TAKING THE TOTAL PAYMENT TO $654 A YEAR.
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THE ACT GOVERNMENT HAS
PROVIDED OVER
1.9 MILLION FREE OFF-PEAK
BUS TRIPS TO ELIGIBLE
CANBERRA PENSIONERS.
THIS YEAR’S BUDGET
EXTENDS FREE OFF-PEAK
TRAVEL FOR A FURTHER 12
MONTHS.

SENIORS GRANTS PROGRAM
The ACT Government supports
older Canberrans to maintain their
wellbeing and social connectedness.
In the past year we have provided grants to
National Seniors Australia to increase older
Canberrans’ digital literacy, the Bangladeshi
Seniors Club Canberra to support social
inclusion, and the Legal Aid Commission
(ACT) in partnership with Care Inc to guide
and educate older Canberrans on important
financial decisions.

IN THIS
BUDGET:
Seniors Rights Service

SENIORS CARDS
The ACT Government has partnered
with the Council on the Ageing (ACT)
to issue 86,399 Seniors Cards to
eligible seniors.
The Senior Card Program recognises the
valuable contribution of older Canberrans
by providing access to special benefits at a
wide range of participating businesses and
services.

Boosting the
Older Persons
Mental Health
Intensive
Treatment Service

to support older

Canberrans

experiencing or
at risk of

elder
abuse

Expanding the
General Rates Aged
Deferral Scheme
to help seniors with their
cost of living
49

s
Sport

Canberra has a great reputation as
a healthy, active and inclusive city.
We want all Canberrans to have the
opportunity to participate in sport,
which is why the ACT Government
invests in our local high
performance athletes and venues
while also delivering education,
training and grant opportunities
for sports clubs and community
facilities.

$51.4
million

We deliver quality sports venues, managing 280 hectares
of ovals including 880 hireable sporting fields.

investment in local
sport & recreation
in 2018-19

The ACT Government is supporting around 80 local sport and recreation providers; local
professional sporting teams across several codes, fostering Canberra’s participation in elite-level
sport and putting us on the national sporting map; and over 100 high performance athletes,
including 73 women across 12 sports through the ACT Academy of Sport.

IN THIS
BUDGET:
Rugby League Centre
of Excellence &
Community Hub
at Northbourne Oval

More
irrigation

for our sportsgrounds
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Upgrading

Manuka Oval

to cater for international
sporting events

Restoration,
lights & new
pavillion
for Higgins Neighbourhood Oval

PROGRESS ON STROMLO POOL
The ACT Government is delivering
a 50 metre swimming pool and
splash park within the broader
Stromlo Leisure Centre at Stromlo
Forest Park.
With design and procurement now
approved, work will begin on the pool in
mid-2018. The new centre is expected to
open to the public in early 2020.

CANBERRA KIDS OUT & ABOUT
Nature Play CBR is an active
recreation initiative that reconnects
children to unstructured outdoor
play to build skills and capability to
lead an active life.
Over 20,000 Nature Play CBR Passports
to an Amazing Childhood have been
distributed to Canberra kids since
launching in January 2017.
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Suburbs

The 2018 Budget will see
a step up in city services,
delivering tidier suburbs
with more trees and parks,
playgrounds and public
spaces Canberrans can
continue to be proud of.

DID YOU KNOW?

The ACT Government maintains over
2,532 kilometres of footpaths and
1,048 kilometres of on and off road
cycle pathways. We have added
5.5 kilometres of new off road bike
paths just this year. Our suburbs are
dotted with 280 hectares of irrigated
ovals and 505 playgrounds.

GREEN BINS
The ACT Government has committed
to provide every suburb in Canberra
with optional green bins for garden
waste.
The pilot scheme has already rolled out green bins to over
9,000 households in Kambah and Weston Creek, almost
12,000 households in Tuggeranong. Belconnen is planned for
September 2018, followed by the remaining roll out across
Canberra.
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$56.1
million

a year looking after
our suburbs

IN THIS
BUDGET:
More

mowing, weeding,
removing graffiti,
cleaning waterways &
tree trimming
Delivering on our

More
rangers

to improve animal

management & responsible
pet ownership

Delivering
services

to Canberra’s new communities,
both infill & new estates

election commitment
to plant an
additional

1,330 trees

UPGRADING OVALS
ACROSS CANBERRA
The ACT Government
will revitalise Higgins
Neighbourhood Oval,
including providing a new
pavilion on site.
We will resurface Nicholls Oval
to provide better facilities for
local schools and the community.
We will also re-open Boomanulla
Oval in Narrabundah and increase
the irrigation of local playing fields
across Canberra.
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Tourism

T

Together with our national
institutions and local businesses,
the ACT Government is spreading
the word about what Canberra has
to offer, and it’s working. In 2018
Lonely Planet recognised Canberra
as one of the top cities in the
world to visit. Our eclectic arts and
cultural calendar, pristine natural
environment, thriving culinary scene,
and new international flights mean
our tourism industry is flourishing.

A record 243,000 international
visitors and 4.7 million interstate day
and overnight visitors experienced
Canberra last year.
At the moment, our tourism industry
contributes $2.3 billion to the ACT
economy, and provides 16,800 local jobs. We
are on track to achieve the ACT Government’s
goal of overnight tourist expenditure reaching
$2.5 billion by December 2020.

$47.5
million

over 4 years to
boost international

& domestic
tourism

VisitCanberra has partnered with the Australian Tourism Export Council to deliver
an Export Ready Accelerator program for six Canberra tourism businesses, helping
to build their readiness for entering international markets.
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IN THIS BUDGET:
Strengthening our marketing

of Canberra both nationally & internationally
as a great place to:

VISIT

LIVE

OUR TOURISM NUMBERS
KEEP GROWING

WORK

&

Past Year
Growth

INVEST

Australia wide
Growth

243,000 international visitors

16.9%

6.5%

2.75 million domestic overnight visitors

10.6%

7.1%

WE PROMOTE CANBERRA
UNDER THE BANNER OF
BRAND

Brand CBR establishes a contemporary,
cohesive and consistent approach to
marketing Canberra.
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T&raining
skills

T

The ACT Government delivers a
wide range of training and skills
development programs so all
Canberrans have the opportunity to
gain solid qualifications that will lead
to a good job. Growing Canberra’s
skills base is also important to
ensure we have the right workers to
deliver the services, infrastructure
and other major projects our city
needs now and in the years ahead.

The Government is supporting almost
7,000 apprentices and trainees this
year across 100 training providers in
the ACT. This includes places for 714
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
students and 1,910 students with
disability.
The Canberra Institute of Technology
currently offers 362 courses, and has
approximately 30,000 student enrolments
each year. This includes 3,422 apprenticeship
and trainee places and vocational places for
1,500 international students.
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$608
million

over 4 years for
training & skills
development

WOMEN & MATURE WORKERS
IN TRADES

CIT BECAME A MEMBER OF THE
AUSTRALIAN CYBER SECURITY
GROWTH NETWORK IN 2017.
CIT’S GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN
NETWORKING & CYBER SECURITY,
WHICH COMMENCED IN 2017, IS
THE FIRST OF ITS KIND IN THE
COUNTRY. IN 2018 CIT WILL OFFER A
CERTIFICATE IV IN CYBER SECURITY
THROUGH AN INTEGRATED MODEL
USING INTERNSHIPS WITH INDUSTRY
EMPLOYERS.

Delivering on our election
commitment, the Government is
supporting training organisations
and businesses to help them in
developing approaches to increasing
and retaining women in male
dominated trades.
In 2016, only 2.2 per cent of total
apprenticeship commencements in trades
were women. The Government is working
with providers and businesses to help place
more women on worksites in the national
capital. Next we will be rolling out more
support for mature aged workers.

IN THIS BUDGET:
Planning for

Canberra
Institute
of Technology

campus renewal
at Reid

Expanded

theatre technician
training course
delivered by CIT & the
Canberra Theatre
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Transport

The ACT Government is working
to deliver a city-wide integrated
public transport network that
can move people around our
city quickly and efficiently,
and one that provides a real
alternative to the car. We are
also making major investments
to improve footpath and cycling
links so that more Canberrans
can get active and healthy
during their daily commute.

IN THIS
BUDGET:
$21.7
million

for new cycle paths,
footpaths & share
paths
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Over

$150
million

each year on
public
transport

WE WILL DELIVER 40 NEW BUSES
BY THE END OF 2018
New bus stations are now open
in Dickson and Gungahlin. The
Wanniassa Park and Ride, which
opened in August last year, has been
well patronised.
This year the ACT Government has already
delivered community path missing links,
pedestrian refuges, pram crossings,
and cycleway improvements across
Canberra - on top of the $4 million annual
maintenance spend. This budget invests
even more in suburban footpaths and
cycling links in 2018-19.

$10.5

million

major investment
in active travel
in Belconnen

DELIVERING LIGHT RAIL
Light Rail Stage 1 will start running
later this year and will transform the
12 kilometre commuter corridor from
Gungahlin to the City.
Early approvals work for Stage 2 through to
Woden has commenced, with $12.5 million
committed in the 2018 Budget to progress
detailed planning and design.

BELCONNEN ACTIVE TRAVEL
A new bike path will connect the
Belconnen Town Centre to the
University of Canberra, revitalise the
old busway and complete a board walk
around Lake Ginninderra.
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Urenewal
rban

U

The ACT Government is delivering significant
renewal across both our city heart and
town centres. We are bringing communities
together to help shape better public places
that are lively, welcoming and easy to
access, and opening up new precincts for
Canberrans to live, work and relax in. This
will only enhance Canberra’s status as one of
the world’s most liveable cities.

LONDON CIRCUIT IS BEING TRANSFORMED WITH A NEW PRECINCT CONTAINING
OFFICE SPACE, A HOTEL, RETAIL OUTLETS & ADDITIONAL CAR PARKING. CONNECTION
WITH THE CANBERRA THEATRE CENTRE & CIVIC SQUARE WILL BE VIA A LANEWAY OF
BARS & RESTAURANTS, ADDING TO CANBERRA’S CULTURAL PRECINCT.

The ACT Government has established the City Renewal Authority to create a
vibrant city centre and shape the future of our 413-hectare city renewal precinct.
We have already begun revitalising Civic with public realm improvements, pop-up events and
works to open up the laneways behind the historic Sydney and Melbourne buildings.
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WEST BASIN
This year we opened Henry Rolland
Park along with the first 150 metres of
the public boardwalk.
The years ahead will see completion of the
boardwalk around West Basin, the opening
up of more public promenade areas, and
better connections from West Basin to the
city centre. The renewal of West Basin is
turning a former car park into four hectares
of new public parks and space, opening up
more of our lakeside for all Canberrans and
visitors to enjoy.

RENEWAL FOR DICKSON
As a next step in the renewal of the Dickson
Group Centre, the former ACT Government
Motor Vehicle Registry site will be
transformed into a multi-purpose precinct
containing retail outlets, apartments, new
ACT Government offices, an early childhood
education centre, and public open spaces.

IN THIS
BUDGET:
Activating
public spaces

in the Tuggeranong
Town Centre

Renewing Woden Town
Centre including better

cycle & footpath links

Better
connections
Belconnen
Town Centre

for the

& reinventing the
Belconnen busway
for walking & cycling
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V&enues
property
Canberra’s celebrated events are
made all the more special by
our world class venues. The ACT
Government works to deliver venues
that can play host to a wide range
of local, national and international
events to delight Canberrans and
visitors alike.

WORLD-CLASS VENUES
The ACT Government manages and
operates many of Canberra’s significant
cultural, sporting and entertainment
venues, including GIO Stadium, Manuka
Oval, Exhibition Park, Albert Hall and the
National Arboretum.
Over 490 major events will be held in ACT
Government venues this year, from Raiders
and Brumbies games to the Summernats and
national mountain biking events.
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V
More
environmentally
friendly venues

Consistent with our
commitment to power the
ACT with 100 per cent
renewable electricity by 2020,
the National Arboretum Works
and Horticultural depots
are now fully solar
powered.

IN THIS BUDGET:
New tracks
& trails from the
Arboretum to the CBD

New turf, better player
facilities &

a new big screen
at GIO Stadium

900,000 VISITORS WILL USE CANBERRA’S
6 GOVERNMENT-OWNED AQUATIC
CENTRES THIS YEAR.
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V
Veterans

The ACT Government
honours and respects
those who have served
our country through
the Australian Defence
Force. Strengthening the
participation of our veterans,
their feeling of belonging,
and recognition of their
skills and service is another
part of building an inclusive
Canberra community.

Through our grant programs, we have supported
veterans through projects such as Art Sound’s Senior
Memories Internet Radio Service to three RSL Life
Care facilities and the Vietnam Veterans
and Veterans Federation bus tours
for house-bound veterans.

2.6

$

million

over 4 years
supporting
veterans

64 | ACT Budget 2018-19: Budget in brief

THE ACT GOVERNMENT
ESTABLISHED THE
VETERANS ADVISORY
COUNCIL TO PROMOTE
THE WELLBEING OF
CANBERRA’S VETERAN
COMMUNITY, CONSULT
WITH VETERANS, & PROVIDE
ADVICE ON POLICIES &
PROGRAMS IN ORDER TO
PROMOTE THE INCLUSION
OF CANBERRA’S VETERAN
COMMUNITY.

TRANSITIONING FROM THE
AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE
The ACT Government supports
opportunities for people
transitioning to civilian life by
working with the ADF through their
transition seminars, developing
practical career transition resources,
and providing Public Service
Veterans Employment Champions.

135 veterans are already working in the
ACT Public Service and we have undertaken
staff surveys to inform our approach to the
recruitment and retention of veterans, who
are some of the most highly trained and
skilled professionals in the country.

IN THIS BUDGET:
$320,000

in Veterans Grants
to boost services
& support

Growing
resources

for the Office
for Veterans
& Seniors
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W
Women

The ACT Government is progressing
gender equality to improve the lives
of all women and girls in the ACT. We
are collaborating with community
organisations and local businesses
to support women and girls, address
unconscious bias, and create
opportunities for the full and equal
participation of women.

The ACT Government is leading by example in empowering women across our
own workforce.
64.9 per cent of ACT Public Service staff are women, including 44.7 per cent in senior executive
positions, and 48 per cent on government-appointed boards.

PROMOTING GENDER EQUALITY

The ACT Women’s Plan 2016-26 sets
out the key directions and priorities for
improving outcomes for Canberra’s
women and girls including in health,
housing and homelessness, safety,
economic security and leadership.
We are now mid-way through
the first three-year action plan
delivering practical outcomes
in areas such as empowerment,
gender equality and health.
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THE ACT GOVERNMENT
SUPPORTS
PROFESSIONAL
WOMEN’S TEAMS TO
BACK OUR FEMALE
ATHLETES & PROVIDE
GIRLS & WOMEN WITH
POSITIVE ROLE MODELS
FOR ACTIVE LIVING &
GENDER EQUALITY.

IN THIS
BUDGET:
36 more
places

for women seeking
safe accommodation

SUPPORTING WOMEN TO RETURN
TO WORK
This year the ACT Government is
helping women to return to the
workforce through individual grants
totalling $160,000.
The grants focus on supporting women on
low incomes, Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander women, culturally and linguistically
diverse women, young mothers or mothers
with disability. Recipients can access
financial assistance of up to $1,000 to
support their return to employment.

More

counsellors

for women
experiencing violence

More resources to
deliver the ACT

Women’s Plan
2016-26
ADDRESSING FAMILY VIOLENCE
The ACT Government is ensuring we
provide an effective and streamlined
response to family and domestic
violence.
We are rolling out training for all frontline
workers so they can recognise and respond
to family and domestic violence.
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Young people

Y

An inclusive city gives all Canberrans
a chance to participate, be heard
and be active in our community –
including young people. That’s why
we invest in supporting and nurturing
young Canberrans, and ensuring they
have a voice in the decisions that
affect both their own lives and the
future of our city.

The ACT Government delivers
a range of health programs
to keep young Canberrans
healthy and well.

The School Youth Health Nurse
Program supports young people
in public secondary schools, and
It’s Your Move enables high school
students to develop creative
health solutions in schools. We
support headspace to provide early
intervention mental health services
for people aged 12 to 25 and
promote young peoples’ wellbeing
– with this year’s Budget boosting
resources for even more support.
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BLUEPRINT FOR YOUTH JUSTICE
IN THE ACT
The Blueprint for Youth Justice in the ACT
2012-22 is the ACT Government’s ten-year
plan to reduce youth crime, keep our
young people out of the justice system and
better support them in day-to-day life.
Between 2011-12 and 2015-16 the number of young
people apprehended by police fell by 39 per cent,
and the number of young people in detention fell
by 42 per cent. We are working to make even more
progress in reducing young people’s contact
with the justice system over the future years of
the Blueprint.

EMPOWERING OUR YOUNG PEOPLE
The ACT Government has established
the Youth Advisory Council and put in
place the Youth InterACT strategy to
give young people a seat at the table with
government.
We also support Canberra Young Citizen of
the Year Awards and ACT Youth Week which
celebrate the contribution young people make
and provide a platform for sharing ideas and
advocating on issues they are passionate about.

IN THIS
BUDGET:
Dedicated
outreach program
for young people with

severe mental illness
Young
workers

advice service

promoting rights &
protections at work

THIS YEAR WE HAVE
DELIVERED 3,123
FREE DOSES OF THE
MENINGOCOCCAL ACWY
VACCINE TO ELIGIBLE YEAR
10 STUDENTS ACROSS 39
HIGH SCHOOLS.

Future Skills
Academy
ensuring students
are ready for the
jobs of the future

Abolishing stamp
duty for eligible
first home buyers

to help boost home
ownership
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ECONOMIC

OUTLOOK

Building from a period of sustained economic growth, Canberra’s
economy is now among the strongest in the country. Our economy
is expected to have grown by 13.6 per cent over the past three
years as we continue to diversify our economic base. Canberra has
become an attractive location for tourists, students, new industries
and investors, and this is driving our economy forward.
Our strong economic growth saw the creation of around 10,000 new jobs last year – almost
all of them full time. There are over 2,000 more businesses operating in Canberra today
than there were three years ago. And our companies are doing more international business
than ever before, with the ACT’s services exports rising by 22 per cent since 2015.

$ million

BUDGET IN BALANCE EVERY YEAR ACROSS THE FORWARD ESTIMATES
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2019-20

2020-21

2021-22

is very bright. The ACT Government has a goal
of overnight tourist visitors contributing
$2.5 billion to our economy by December 2020,
and we are on track to achieve it.

OUTLOOK IS BRIGHT
The 2018 Budget forecasts continued
strong growth in jobs and economic
activity in the years ahead.
This will be driven by a diverse range of
industries, including education, tourism and
advanced knowledge industries.
With around 17,000 international students
studying in Canberra, international education
is our largest export – expanding by 24 per cent
in 2016-17 and contributing three quarters of a
billion dollars a year to our economy. Canberra
is Australia’s largest exporter of international
education per capita, and the prospects for
further growth are good as providers like UNSW
explore expansion.
With more international airlines flying to
Canberra, and our city being recognised
internationally as one of Lonely Planet’s top
cities to visit, the outlook for our tourism sector

We also expect to see more jobs created in
a range of key knowledge-based industries,
including technology systems design, cyber
security, defence, research and private
contracting. Our professional, scientific
and technical services sector grew by
34.6 per cent in 2016-17, showing that
Canberra’s local innovation companies are
thriving.

CANBERRA IS SEEING THE
BENEFITS OF ECONOMIC
GROWTH WHERE IT REALLY
MATTERS: IN THE CREATION
OF MORE JOBS AND BETTER
OPPORTUNITIES FOR LOCAL
BUSINESSES.

TABLE 1: ACT ECONOMIC FORECASTS, 2018-19 BUDGET
Actual

Estimate

Forecast

Projections

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

2020-21

2021-22

Gross State Product

4.6

4½ (+½)

3½ (+¼)

3½ (+1)

3½ (+1)

3½

State Final Demand

3.5 (+0.1)

4 (+¾)

3 (+¼)

3¼ (-¾)

3¾ (-¼)

3¾

Employment

1.7

3 (-1½)

2

1½

1½

1½

Wage Price Index

1.9

2

2½ (+¼)

2¾ (-¼)

3¼ (+¼)

3¼

Consumer Price Index

2.1

2¼

2¼

2½

2½

2½

Population

1.7

1¾

1¾ (+¼)

1¾ (+¼)

1½

1½

Note: numbers in ( ) show change from estimates, forecasts and projections in the
February 2017-18 Budget Review.
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WHERE OUR MONEY
COMES FROM
$

1.9

billion

34%

1.3

$

billion

$

1.2

billion

23%

$

988

million

21%

17%

$

283

million

5%
Taxation
Revenue

GST
Revenue

Other revenue
(e.g. rents &
fees)

Other
Commonwealth
Grants

Sales of goods
& services

General Duties
$306.4 million

16.
1%
27.
5%
28.
0%
28.4
%
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Payroll Tax
$522.1 million
Land Tax, Vehicle Registrations & Other
$530.4 million
General Rates
$539.3 million

WHERE OUR MONEY
GOES
2018-19

Better healthcare

for our growing community
Health

More schools,
better schools
Education

More support for
families & inclusion

$ 1.7

billion

$1.7 b

$ 1.3

billion

$1.3 b

$ 1.1

billion

Justice and safety

$583 m

Disability, community services and housing

$539 m

More services
for our suburbs

$ 710

million

City services

$381 m

Planning and regulation

$157 m

Environment, sustainability and land management

$172 m

Keeping our

growing city moving

$ 438

million

Public transport

$259 m

Delivering government services

$179 m

More jobs

for our growing city

$ 310

million

Events, tourism and investment

$141 m

Economic and financial stewardship

$169 m
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FOR EACH CANBERRA
HOUSEHOLD, ON AVERAGE THE
GOVERNMENT DELIVERS...

$1,970
More jobs for
our growing city

$2,784

Keeping our growing
city moving

8%

More support for
families and inclusion

30%

$35,152

20%

$7,137

6%

$10,721

Better healthcare
for our growing
community

per year

13%

23%

$8,022
$4,518

More services
for our suburbs
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More schools,
better schools
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